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& men of Isschar, vho understood he times ad knewwhat Israel shaild do.
| Chranicles 12:32

In addressing the subject of evarsgelanong the younger emerging generations of Jewish
people, it should be cleanynderstoodhat we are all students of this task. Jewish evamgeli
among bday s emerging gneratons is often like fishing on an umiown nathern lake fa the
elusve Muske. For tlose ofyouwho aent fishemen, that nears tha tho® ofus esring to
effectively minister 6 emergng Jewish germ@ations da t necessarily have a daitive fishing
repot to m&e your ishing expeienceunpobkmnatic. Ifthee s arything tha | hope to
acoomplish in this brief andysis regarding ministry to the emeging generations of Jews, it is
that we will all need toexperimentwith new lures and innovaive techniqes, while renaining
intimately conected to the Messiah Yeshua.

Bebre | siggest hav we @n nore efectively engaje tle energng &wsh gneationswith
the lie-changig hope of the gospel | thirthat it is inportant that we remind ourselvelswhat
is $rapng aml defning ther idertity. Je Aldrich in hs ook, Life-Style Brangelism states,

The greatest barriers to evargelism arenot theological, they ae cutural. Those d us in
Jewish rmistry deeplyunderstand the jportance of this rule, drwe realie that losing touch
with the Jewish cliure and its sbgroups geatly minimizes oureangelism effors. Like the
men of Issahar, it is imperaive thatwe undestand the tmes we live in and learrotrepond
accordingly To do this, we must ask ourselve#/hat is shping the thoughts, idgaand vales
of the Jewisltommunty? How are the arts, masimedia, econoies, lterature, and the new
philosophies impacting Jewish identity and spirituality?

We ae al awnare tlat themaprity of the Jew8 todayare ot relgious. Rcem studes sbw
that 80 pecent d the American dwish pgulation never sefoot in synaggue, even duing the
HighHoly Days Halfinternarry, and kss tha a thid of ther chidrenare rased aselws.
Jewish isdationism has teen eplaced by Jewsh asimilation. Alan Dershowitz, in his
controversil ar enightenirg best-sing book, The Vanishing American Jetarought great
awareness b the fad that the American mairstream @mmunity has wamly embraced Jevs in
America. Accordng to Deslowitz, Jevs n Ameaica hae onwertedfromJudismto
Amercanism Suffce it to say, emengy Jewistgenerations areggiificantlymore infuenced
by American popular culture, than hey ae by rebbinica Judaism.

Theidentity of Jews in Amelica is progressivdy becaming less didinct as they blerd and mix
with things thatdon t pempetuate aJewish iderity. In a recentinterview with GenerationJ.com
Jewish adress,Heaher Page Kent, from the CBS television sitcom Thats Lifeackrowledgedof
her and her hbsind "We're the W/ASPiest soundgJews."” Heather Paigeeht, like
thousands of other Jewshar generation, ha\blemled in wih the non-Jewishon-relgious
world aroud them Theydont have mezuzahk on theidoors or mesrahsm ther windows.
Inwardly theyrealee that theyare Jewsbut outwardi thee is ittle to show forti

Of even grdar infuence than that of Aenicansm & the emergg worldvew known as
postmodensm Postmoderamis dfficult to defire, butis irfluence an besceneawithin evey
subailture of the emeging generations, ard its influence ypon young Jews is increasingy



evdent. In 99, Lea Schlifmanreleaed a bok titled Generation Jthat gives us a personal
look into the emerging postmodern Jewish experience. She writes:

| m part ofa geneation offragnented J&s. Were ina kird of imbo. Were
suspenéd betveen young adulhood and middle agebetveen Judism and
athesm, ketwea a asre to béevein reigion anl a pesonahistory of
skepticism Call usa bunch of@archers. Calls post-holocaust Jews. Call us
Generation J.

You Il see us evawhere: &ws in seach of a pefect clarity. Were turning
awg fromthe eigioninto whch we wee orn. Were tuning to Wcca, to
New Agesm, to Buddhism, b nothing. Were buming sage stks athome and
pounding drum in the érest. Were meeting wh psyches, shrugging our
shouldes atrabbis, list&ing to the music 6 twelfth-centuy nuns. f we believe
anything, its that Alen Girsberg mayeturn as someone els

In our heds, we know tat were mssng sonethirg caled &wid prde.

We re notunawae; were ambivalent. We eatkasha vanishkes athome and

pork fried rice outside We drive Gaman cars. Weintermarry. We try to see in

the darkness but are aftaheres nothing out there. We are, for better or worse,
the future.

For now, we don know what to believe. @/tell ourseles ifthere is a God,
we d stgp worrying. Wed imagine hed leave messges o the wdl  letters and
shapesthings hat lodk like upturned faces. Wewonde if the constellaions, the
rhythm of tides, ae remindes thatGod exists. Wedoubtit and ptsh on.

Like t or not, posnodenismis sgnficartly impactng the curent aad uture @neations of
Jewish peple. If you thik that postmodernisim smplya marketing gnmick or a label
invented iy MadsonAverue exeuatives, Davelominson, inhisbook, The Post-evangelical
would urgeyou to ecorsider. H wries, Thosewho thnk that pstnodermsm is a fgnment of
the academiimayination, a pasng &d, could not be more wrong. Postmoderrisis fbwed
right out of the musty corridors of acadea nto the world of popular culture;is on the pages
of youth maganies, on CD boxes dithe fashin pages of Vogue. We must understand that
postmodemnism is not a labehat is asdbed © a fixed gaeraional demogaphic like he Baby
Boomersor Gen Xers. Postmodernism is anemeuging worldview that will increasindy
dominate the mdset of those we Wiminister to in the century ahead.

Before we consideptv we can rmister more déctively to the Jewishanmuniy in an
emerging pstmocern warld, we should firstundersand the primary chaacteaistics o the
postmodermindset. Stdy Grenz,m hs book,A Primer on Bstmodernitydefires
postnodermsm & an htelectud mood anl anarrgy of cuturalexpessons tha cal into
gueston the detds, prhcplesand walues that &y at tle heart ommoderrmind-set. The nodern
mindset, which eerged during the Eightennent period, is characteed by a sigle, unversal
worldview aml moral standard;ldtnowledges good and certaitruth is absolute;
individualism is valued; and thinking, learning and keliefs shauld be determined sysemaically
andlogicaly. Acording to Edlie Gilbs, tle proéssorf ChurchGrowthat theSchoolof
World Misson at Fuller Theological Senary, Postmodernists:

yy Redefne truth in terms afonsensus anavhatever works for you



yy Reject propositionatertainty as the @y of the powerful

yy Claimwe slouldcekbrae dversty andregad anbiguity asprovding the értie il for
conthung ceatvity

yy Create his a her own meaning and asodate with others to increas his a her power basein
a fragnentel socety of conpetng nteests

yy Believe that everyons entitled to s or her point of &w

yy Value mag ove sulstarce, ad conmunty over sohtion

yy Are computer-savvpeople connected hiye World Wile Web of the ettronic global
village that provides a maketplace of ideas anda virtual reality that is paadoxically
anorymous ad ntimae

Postmodemists don t see any ontradictions with statements like the one given from Madonna in
an interviewwith 60 Minutes | go to syngogue, | studHinduisn. Al patrs lea to God.

It is dificult to pinpoint exactlyvhen the shiifrom modernism to postmodernisbeganbut
it is geneally identified with hose who were born dter 1960. However, there ae thase who
were borrprior to 1960 Wwo wouldreflect a postimdern nmdset. For exmpe, inthe betselkr,
Tuesdays ith Morrie, Mitch Abom wiitesof hs former colege proéssomwho ded ofLou
Gerhig s Disease Morrie borrowed freely from all religions. He was ban Jewish, but becane
an agnatic when he was adgenage &He enjoyedsome @ the philosghies of Buldhism and
Christianity, ard he stilfelt at home, culturafl in Judaism He was a radious mutt, which
madehimevenmore openo the studentise taughover the gars.

If we want to minister efectively to the Morrie s andLisa Schiffman s of this world, then it
Is imperative hat westay in tune with the philosghical shift tha is subsantially impacting
emergig Jewish geerations. Thegtill have the saenbasic eeds and desis of previous
generdions. They long fa purposeand spiritial fulfillment, and hey want b be lovel and
embiaced. Neerthekss, we @ed to retmk credive ways ofengagig the pasnodern alture
for the Messiah without becoming postmoden ourselves. Yshua emains the gae, yet he
methods we use to teach about Hird eworship Himmay med to change.

Thefollowing list identfies smeof the nethod tha mnistries ae curertly utilizing to
reach postmoderns:

1. Services athliterature are desigd primatly to reach those who hawo previous rejious
experiene

2. Symiwls are utilzed to visuajl promote a sense gfistual reverence

3. Starting point is the Garden d Eden andthe retelling of creation and origin of man andsin
(Acts 17:22-34)

4. Biblicalterms are deconstructed and reddiin the language

5. Evangelign is a pocess that occurs through relationship, trust and example

6. Visuak, art, innovativevorship, testimoes and stories are igiéd to create a spiritual
experiene

7. Demonstrating changed lives is the primary gpologetic

8. The Bble ®rves as a&ompass ér drecton aml a nears to eperene God
(Compikd from Dan Kimbéalof Graceéand at Sarg Cruz Bibé Church California)



Anyone n the position to implemémethods like these among emeggoostmodern Jewish
gengations mustfirst askthemselves Do | want to? | know this seems like asimple
guestion with an dovious ansver, but it mustbe aked. Saying Yes to this question will
likelyrequie chages to wayve do midry. Edde Gilibs, h hs book,ChurchNext
addeses nanyof thesechanges, hut most mportarily he talenges usto be pepaed to
be qiesioned atevey point, not oty inthe aea ofbasc beiefs but dso inreltion to
obedéence hsed on thse bekfs. Does ouorthodoxytranslate inorthopraxi® Do we
practice what we preach®re we seekito live byan uncondional and radial
commtment to our betfs, whateer the pemnal ©st? Onlin so fa as Chistians are
premredfor ther ownposiionto be srutnized &close gartes wil theybe n a pstionto
persuad@ostmoderists to crique tleir ownassumtions

Suggestions for Effectivelgngaging the Emerging JeshiGenerations:

1yyinform your condit uents of the characteristics of the pastmodem culture so that they will
enthusgastically suppat your ministry initiaives tothe emeging geneations
2yyCreate evangsilic lierature that ulizes the stories of chged lives and personal
enountes wih God
3yyUtilize the World Wie Web
4yyUse surveyand questionnias
5yyContinue to encourage Chrasts to embrace angperienceheir Jewsh roots and heritage,
and to iteract withother Jevah béevers
6yyFocus on issues that are peent to Jewish people (i.e. intetfamarriages)
7yyConsistently participate and engageéhristiandadership circles dnnitiatives to establish
relationships and sategic patnerships with lacal churdes and ministes thatare in the
position to engage postmodern Jews
1. Young Leader s Network (www.youngleader.org)
:Links together thosewho arethinking through the pastmadem cultural shift
1. The Ooze (www.theooze.com)
:Links chuchesm Anericareachig out to postmodertulture
1. FutureGen (www.cookministries.com)
:Annual @nferece onditure genetion nnistry
6yYyEmpower emeging leades financially and authotatively within your ministry to have
influence over the delopmenhof evangettic strategies anditiatives
8yyFocus on developg mnistry teara and comumity ervironnments where creattyi can
flourish and féxiblity is encouraged
9yyTake aclass or ead a&ook or tvo on phlosoply and wotd religion
10y$tay n tune vith popuar cuture
1. Books & Culture: A Christian Review (www.christiaity.net/b&c)
:Provdes tloughful reflectonson mth Ghristian ad fcuér mwoks ad nterviewswith
leadng culturd thinkers
1. Echoes (804-924-7705)
:Provdes indings fromfront-ineresearclon the naure and casequeces of ontemporey
social clange
1. First Things (800-783-4903)



1.

1.

1.

‘The vace for public intellectual concemed o advance areligiously informed public
philosophy for the ordering of society
Fortune (www.fortune.com)
:Provdes nsght nto the eononic trerds that areaffecting ®ciety
Joe s Fellowship (www.jo efellowship.com)
:E-zire about n@ cukure mnigry
Next-Wave (www.nex-wawe.com
:Monthly ezine on postmodern d¢ute and the church
1. Rolling Stone (303-604-1465)
:Provides an over@w of contemporaryouth culture its vievs, must, films, and stes
yy Utne Reader (www.utne.com)
:provdes athenatic synthess ofakerrative, progessve, aul libertaran viewponts
yy The Wilson Quarterly (800-829-5108)
:Newsmaganie of the world ofdeas and new derstandings
yy Wired (800-769-4733)
:The cleeréade ard chanpion ofcybespae and thke voce ofvirtualreaity
yy GenerationJ.com
‘Webzne br GenX Jewsh tlought ad epresson
yy InterfaithFamily.com
‘Webzine hat presens variols viewpants on he wide range of isses and deisions
facal byinterfith amlies.
yy JewishFamily.com
:Online link to families who may not fdecomfortable in tradtional Jewsh organizations
yy JewZ.com
:Online medh network of Jewish wedites
yy JVibe.com
‘Webzine forJewish tens
yy Moment
:Indepenlen mag@zne pesating arrernt Jewsh mliticd ard cuturalissuesrom
diverse paits of view
yy MJzine.com
‘Webzine br energhg Messant Jevish thowht aml expresion
Yy newvoices.org
‘Webzne br Javish suderts
yy tattoojew.com
‘Webzne for Jews il attitude

In conclugin, we must consider the pdsliy that churcheand non-Jewh mnistriesthat
makeit a priority to minister to and communicae with the emeging postmodem culture will
increasigly become rore effectie and profi@nt at reaching eenging Jevah generations than
Jewish ministries ad congegaions thd negled to undestand and adresspostmodennity's
influence on he Jewish conmunity. Itis imperative hat Jevish ministries lean to engage he
postnoderncuture, otlerwise wewill cease to aveauthoity on sgakng to tke clurchon how



to reach emergingwish gearations. The future of Jeshi mnistry 5, and wilalways be,
dependent upon our desiielean upon the Lord for deeper and clearer undedsbg of those
we minster to. We must be vng to do whatever it takes to follow in thee$sials footsteps
as we egage erargirg Jewsh geeratiors within the chaging lardscape ofewsh culure.
The waters may bemurky, but the fish are hungry and they will bite.



