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ISRAELI EVANGELISM by Rahel Landrum
WHAT’S THAT?

When you’re in full time ministry, what do you say when someone asks you what you do? Well, I’m a missionary. In Israel, missionary is a bad word. Growing up in Israel, even after I became a believer at the age of 18, I still thought missionary was a bad word. Most of the people I knew who called themselves missionaries didn’t seem to do much evangelism. That’s what attracted me to Jews for Jesus, the missionaries did do evangelism, did go out of their way to share the Gospel with people. 

 Things have changes since then, I won’t tell you how long ago because you’ll figure how old I am. Now more people do evangelize in Israel.  For some it means: Inviting friends & neighbors to congregation events, sending out Jesus movies, selling books door to door, setting out stalls at New Age festivals.  Others: Singing & Dancing on the street. We in Jews for Jesus do everything: handing out tracts, banners, stickering billboards, street outreach, door to door, phoning, offering New Testament books in Hebrew 
Besides the ongoing ministry we do in the Land, some of you might know, we have embarked upon a 6 year project that started in 08. We are reaching out to all parts of Israel. This includes conducting 2 intensive outreaches a year. I have been privileged to participate in the first 3 so far.  

Israeli reality - Obstacle or opportunity?

There are certain realities in Israel that affect evangelism there. Do we see them as obstacle or opportunity? One of them is:

1.Opposition 

There’s an increase in incidents of violent opposition towards Israeli Messianic believers who are open about and share their faith. The most violent attack was the bomb attack on Ami Ortiz, last year, the recent firebombing of a Messianic pastor’s car, the public burning of New Testaments in Ohr Yehuda, the firebombing of a Messianic centre in Arad and many other violent attacks on various Messianic Jews.

Most Israelis have the perception that it’s illegal to share the Gospel, including the police, as I was explicitly reminded when I was detained by them by handing out tracts that ‘offended’ some Israelis. However as evangelistic Israeli Messianic believers point out, because of the accusations we get, we’re more aware of the law and act within it’s limitations. When I was first taken to the police station and had to wait for an inspector who didn’t really want to deal with us and made us wait for as long as they could, I saw this as a waist of time, an obstacle to what I really wanted to do; be out there on the street and witness to open Israelis. But then as I sat down waiting with the policeman who took us I saw an open opportunity to witness to him, as he had to keep us company till we got to the inspector. Yehezkiel was orthodox, had a kippa on, said he didn’t agree with our views but was respectful and impressed with our message of love and our response to those who oppose us: not backing down but also not retaliating. I sat with him and shared the Gospel from the Tanach I had with me for about 2 hours. 

This brings me to the next growing reality in Israel

2. Secularism

Secular Israelis are watching our reaction to orthodox opposition to us. We were in a mall, with ‘Jews for Jesus’ t-shirt on when a mob of orthodox attacked one of my friends. When I asked a soldier passing by for help to call the police, he came to our defense. He said to them: ‘I don’t agree with them (meaning us) but you can’t just go around physically attacking people because of it’. Yes, we were attacked, thank God no one was injured but secular people witnessed our response of not backing down but also not retaliating, giving us an opportunity to witness to them. 

Another reality 

3. War/Terrorism
About a month ago, An Israeli company called NU (NU is Hebrew slang for "So?" - It makes one react or respond) came a Sderot-themed top. The front bears a large 15, representing the number of seconds Sderot residents, a town on the border of the Gaza strip,  have between the time an air raid siren sounds until the time a rocket from Gaza hits their region, as it’s on the border of the strip. Israelis not only in Sderot, live in constant tension and uncertainty that take a toll on them and their children. People are looking for hope and peace. That’s what Y’shua is offering and people are more open to hear.

Israelis are searching for hope and peace in different places, like the New Age. The New age Festivals like ‘Boombanela and ‘Bereshit’ are attracting more and more young Israelis. We went for lunch at a coffee shop. I talked to the young waiter who was seeking peace in Eastern religions. I felt to share with him the Gospel using number 7 and it’s symbol in the Bible. The previous week I had been at a ‘New Age’ festival here in Sydney and sharing the Gospel and praying for people in using Biblical numerology, so it was still fresh in my mind. 

do we make any waves?

OUTCOME: the message gets out tv, newspaper, 
At first we paid a huge amount to put billboards up on the road, on buses, radio. There was pressure from orthodox and they got taken down. But the message gets out anyway:
1.A reporter from "Yediot Achronot," the largest Hebrew daily newspaper in Israel, had interviewed Dan for an article.  Dan had called to tell me that the reporter not only failed to report what he said accurately, but the article and the sidebars published with it were full of distortions and outright lies, deliberately presenting a false portrait of Jewish believers in Jesus.  Aside from repeatedly referring to Jews for Jesus (and any other Messianic group) as a cult, the reporter stated that we take advantage of people who are psychologically weak.  One of the sidebars was an outrageous "testimony" by a supposedly former Messianic Jew who said that Jewish believers in Jesus use young women to seduce men to "join" by offering them sexual favors.

2. One article ended on a good note: "'I had the sensation of being born again after a very difficult time in my life. I received answers to the most basic universal matters and to many questions that I have dealt with since an early age,' summarized a local resident who came to believe in this way over the past years."

fruit

In the three outreaches we have had so far, we have seen: over 4,000 contacts and over 100 Israelis prayed to accept the Lord. Here are a few stories:

Bimini & Efraim’s baptism – full circle

Bimini, who lives with her Israeli husband in Boston, got Efraim’s contact info last May, our colleagues Zeev and Shlomi followed up on him and Efraim got saved. Bimini was in Israel again this May and got the chance to attend Efraim’s baptism.

Mazal - blind woman gets spiritual eyes

Her Filipino carer has been praying for 5yrs for someone to come and share the Gospel with Mazal. I went to visit. Told her I’m sorry she lost her eyesight. But that’s temporary for all of us. Shared with her God wants to give her spiritual eyes that are forever, she can’t loose that. She’s been growing in her faith, been discipled by my colleagues in Israel. Pray for her as her family is against her attending a Messianic congregation. 

Romanian Sarah – be prepared with materials Romanian Bible 
I met Sarah when I was going door to door with a colleague. She said she speaks Romanian. I shared with her Isaiah 53 from the Romanian Bible we brought with us. I explained to her how Y'shua died for our sins and about His power to save and heal us. She said she really knows God can heal because in Romania, when she was pregnant 44 yrs ago, the doctors told her there was something wrong with her son and she needs to abort him. She didn’t allow it to happen and prayed to God and now her son is at the age of 44 is alive and well. She had also been watching programs about Jesus on the Romanian cable channel and seemed very open to the gospel.

She prayed with me to accept Jesus as her Saviour. After she prayed, she said with tears in her eyes, 'You came to the right person' and she gladly received the Romanian Bible from which we were reading.

What does this mean for Israeli evangelism outside the land?
The good news: You don’t need to go to Israel to witness to Israelis, although I’m sure no one here would mind that ( They are coming to us. Last June Alex & Natalie came to Australia for six months. Natalie’s mother attends my home congregation, Beit Eliahu in Haifa and asked me be in touch with them. His girlfriend’s parents have tried to witness to him. Like any good Israeli he used to argue with them but wasn’t willing to listen.  When he got here to Sydney, with our input and other believers he accepted the Lord. AlexHaif Haifa said: ‘there’s no way I would have accepted Y’shua in Israel.’ Now he’s attending my home congregation and got baptized last month.

When they are out of their normal environment, some might be more open to the Gospel. Lets pray we’ll see the opportunity and be sensitive to the Holy’s Spirit’s leading as we share the Gospel. 

