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Introduction
The Jewish people have been called the People of the Book. We are given that honorable title not only because through us God gave his Word to the whole world, but also because we are considered to be a literary people who study books. At least with regard to the second point, we are living up to our name. In 2005 Israel published about 70 books per week, or 4000 per annum, placing us with the UK on the top of the list of per-capita new titles per year. In fact, most book stores in Israel display a book for just a few days before replacing it with the next new one.

While Messianic publishing has far to go to compete with the national output and, to a certain degree, quality, much has developed in recent years. Most of this is encouraging, although there are some matters of concern. 

Until recent years there were two principle messianic publishers in Israel: Keren Achva Meshichit and HaGefen Publishing. Each one focused on a certain type of literature, and each had a different marketing policy – selling versus free distribution. Today the Israeli believing community can boast six or seven publishers. Some of these publish Bible study material, magazines or material for Sabbath school rather than books, but nevertheless they are producing literature in Hebrew.
As the number of publishing ministries has grown the number of those involved in the publication process has also increased. More are becoming involved in translation, editing and graphic art. Most of these have very little, if any, formal training or professional education. The movement is still young, and there are few professional believers in the field. This often affects the standards of the messianic books published compared to those in the national market. 
Furthermore, virtually all of the Israeli messianic publishers operate as ministries serving the believing community, and produce material for a very limited market. Even those who sell their books do so at a heavily subsidized price. The least conservative estimate of the number of Jewish and gentile believers in Israel is somewhere between 12,000 to 15,000. If we assume that an average household consists of five people, then we have 2500-3000 households. Of these roughly 40%-50% are Russian speakers who do not read Hebrew literature. Thus the potential market for any book is between 1000 and 1500 copies - assuming that every Hebrew-speaking household purchases a copy of each book published! 

I often have to remind my staff that we are publishing books not only for the present but for generations to come as well. The night before I traveled to the (2009 CEO) LCJE conference, my nine-year-old daughter asked me with tears in her eyes why I need to travel so much. (I had just returned from three weeks deputation overseas.) I explained that one reason is to make it possible for her to sit one day with her children and read to them from the Immanuel Bible-story book (recently reprinted by HaGefen, and which we read during our family worship) and other books. A big smile broke onto on her face through the tears.
What is available?
There is more Hebrew material available for young children than for any other age group. Parents understand the need to purchase books for children aged 3-12, but are less involved with providing books for their teens.  The teens themselves prefer to spend their pocket money on other things. Several Bible-story books are available for children, as well as Sabbath school material. Most of these are translations, although one book has been written by an Israeli, and others are now working on other original books. The material for the children is often suitable for new immigrants as they try to learn the language. Some children’s material is printed with full vowel pointing to help the young reader, and these in particular are helpful for the new immigrants. HaGefen Publishing has one Bible-story book that is also available in English, Russian and Arabic.

There is very little literature available for teens. One publisher, HaChotam, has focused on that field.  They are doing a great job in producing material for youth and younger children. As the numbers of youth increase, the need for material for them and for those who work with them grows urgent. 
At least two publishers focus on evangelism. Great things are happening in the land in terms of openness to the Gospel. This means that new and contemporary materials are needed. In the last fifteen months one publisher alone produced some 80,000 copies of various evangelistic books. While many are translations, more Israelis are sharing their faith and testimony in Hebrew. HaGefen Publishing has produced a testimony book in Russian that is being used in the evangelistic campaign taking place these days in Israel (summer 2009), and we are in the process of producing a similar book in Hebrew for a similar campaign in the autumn. However, while there are books available for use as evangelistic tools, there are none that teach or discuss what the scriptures teach about evangelism, how to evangelise and so on. 
An area that is lacking is that of commentaries and theological books. Most people are surprised to hear that we have very few commentaries in the Hebrew language. Have you ever seen a Hebrew commentary on Timothy, Genesis, or Revelation, for instance? HaGefen has set a goal of producing at least one commentary on each of the 66 books of the Bible within the next decade (by 2018). However, not only commentaries are lacking. Hebrew speakers do not have any book on systematic theology, or any introduction to the Old and the New Testament; there are no books on preaching or on hermeneutics, and there is only one on church history! Last year the Heidelberg Catechism was published in Hebrew, one of the first ancient documents to be made available to Hebrew speakers. Interestingly, it was translated into Hebrew in 1893 by a Jewish believer and published in St. Petersburg.
Personal discipleship materials are thankfully available, but other areas relating to Christian life are lacking. There are a few books on how to study the scriptures, how to pray, the pursuit of holiness, and biographies that are a great source of encouragement to believers. 
As you know most believers in Israel, like myself, are first generation believers. As a result there is a great need for teaching on parenting and family life: how we ought to raise our children, how we are to relate to our spouses and what the scriptures teach us in these areas. These are issues that the young church in Israel is dealing with now and will be dealing with for some years. There is little written material available in these areas. Last year HaGefen published the book called Shepherding a Child’s Heart by Tedd Tripp in both Hebrew and Russian with the accompanying study guide. The Caspari Center also produced a book on parenting with articles written by various local believers. More such books are needed as well as teaching on family worship, and other related topics.

Until now I have spoken about printed publishing but it is important to note that as technology advances more material is being uploaded into the Internet. This includes digital literature that can be downloaded as well as audio and video testimonies on such sites as You Tube. This is an area that is being developed slowly but surely.  The Israeli Messianic publishers have not yet realized their full potential.  
What is needed?    
More of everything! In my introduction I noted the vast numbers of new books that are published in Israel every week. The believing community produces about 3-4 new books a month. Though we are not in competition with each other, we are competing for the mind, heart and souls of our people. 

Much has been accomplished, but there is far more left to do. Thankfully, the Lord is equipping us for this. There are many fields that still need to be covered or re-covered. You walk into any Christian store in an English-speaking country and you need time to browse the specific section you are looking for. While too much choice can be a headache, too little choice can make us narrow minded! 

I will close by mentioning two vital areas that have not yet been covered and that lay heavily on my heart. The first is the development of a Christian/Messianic curriculum for schools:  As plans progress in establishing Messianic schools for our children, there is a need to provide suitable curriculum. To be ready in time we need to start working on this already. The other is Hebrew material for students at the Bible College and Seminary level. Hebrew teaching materials are needed as well. So as always:

"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." Matt. 9:37-38  
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