Report: First AustralAsian Conference, 2009 

By Natasha Michailidis, Yeshua Tsidkenu Russian Messianic Jewish Congregation, Redfern/Waterloo, Australia 

A long time in the making, the Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism finally came to be here in Australia from 21-24 July 2009. This is a historical and significant moment for Jewish ministry in AustralAsia: it puts the Jewish work on the map, creates a unifying force, creates some sort of an umbrella, a common goal, a network, it binds us together in our efforts to bring the gospel “to the Jew first”.
Personally I did not know what to expect, but I longed for a spiritually inspiring and encouraging time, exposure to new ideas, good ”meaty” teaching, and good fellowship. LCJE was all of that and much more: with lots of fun and joy and warm fellowship. It was good to be among those who have the same heart for Jewish evangelism. The atmosphere was very loving and joyful. New friendships were formed, addresses and emails exchanged and everybody wants another one next year. That has to say something! Photos are available on Bob Mendelsohn’s flickr site for those who want to look in.

The programme had a very good mix
There were moving testimonies by Danny Saunders, Scott Brown, Giselle Le’Aupepe, Eileen McDonald: their path to faith in their Messiah. Each story so different and faith building, a testimony to God’s love and power even in the most unlikely situations. 

There was sharing from the “field”: 

Rahel Landrum, a missionary with Jews for Jesus talked on the latest BYG campaign in Israel, the use of large ads on buses and different buildings explaining Yeshu=Yeshua=Yeshuah and being held for 2 hours in the police station, eventually seeing how God had used that for His purposes. 

Barry Buirski a missionary from Celebrate Messiah shared on “Tourist Tsuris”. Its core value is in leading a group of people to Israel and to help them see Israel through Jewish eyes.  He gave some excellent advice how to avoid getting your Messianic friends and yourself into trouble with the security.

Des Rubie from New Zealand shared about his ministry in hosting Israeli tourists. They share the gospel in a very relaxed way and see God hand pick the people who come to their door.

Brian Wells gave a very inspiring talk on “History of Jewish Evangelism in NZ 1968-2009”. He and his wife Vicky run Shalom and Pesach Camps; host Israelis with different families; established 30 prayer groups (which they see as a key to all evangelism) and  run “Hatikva”, a school of Jewish studies for Christians, teaching how to witness to Jewish people.

Kay Chan Park a missionary with CWI made me cry and challenged me greatly with his “What’s a nice Korean man like you doing in a Jewish place like this?” Having trained with OM in Israel, he and his wife had to be separated from their children for 1 year and 2 months, sending them back to Korea, while he and his wife studied Hebrew. He now gets good “opening lines”. Being a Korean he flies “below the radar” as he does street witnessing in Bondi. 

Natasha Michailidis from “Yeshua Tsidkenu” a Russian Jewish Messianic Congregation shared about the highs and lows of planting a congregation among Russian Jews and the lessons learnt in the process.  The main lesson: prayer and fasting breaks the prison bars.

There were inspirational messages by:

Lawrence Hirsch of Celebrate Messiah challenged us all with “The Holiness of Action”. Defining spirituality by what we do and not by what we don’t do, preaching the gospel not only in word but also in deed. 

Bob Mendelsohn from Jews for Jesus, gave a very inspiring message “Adventures of a global traveler” there were deep insights and gentle warning against competition between ministries and a call to unity. 

Paul Morris from Christian Witness to Israel gave a well researched talk on “History of a Jewish Mission” in Australia. It was important to reflect on the faithfulness of past missionaries in Australia and how we are connected with them.

Paul Cohen presented a history of “Jewish people in Australia” with lots of interesting facts describing the arrival of Jews to Australia from the 1st Fleet.

Scott Brown shared on their ministry to inter- faith married couples. Sixty percent of Jews marry non- Jews! He showed an excellent video, Joined Together, that Chosne People created and use as a counseling tool.

All of the above and the cherry on the cake (or is it the sour cream on the blintz?) was: 

fantastic 4 part teaching by Dr. Darrell Bock on “The Covenants” and 

the excellent answer to the puzzling expression ’“the Jews” in John, provided by Dr Ashley Crane. 

We were privileged to receive such high standard teaching from both of these highly qualified lecturers.

But wait, there’s more!

Mark Landrum from Jews for Jesus kept us laughing with Jewish humour. Rowan Marcus gave a good example of Jewish storytelling with a parable he wrote and presented about the fruit of the mulberry tree, that was forbidden to eat at Yom Kippur. Matthew Peet and his friends did an energetic hip-hop demonstration and made most of us think very far ‘outside the box.’ Perry Trotter had a stunning photo presentation and a short video about the messiah.com.es program from Ariel, There was a short video of an interview with Fred Gunsberger one of the first Messianic Jewish believers in Australia, who is now very old and in a Nursing Home. There were several “spontaneous moments” where different participants as they were moved by the Lord were able to sing or share for a short time. Cheryl Myers very movingly sang HaTikva. Everything was excellent! Praise be to God!

