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SURVEY OF TRAINING INSTITUTIONS

Undergraduate Programs

The Jewish Studies Concentration at Nyack College

We are phasing out our Jewish Studies concentration due to lack of participation. We have two students currently enrolled in the program and will be taking some courses through Yeshiva's.

Bible and Israel Program at Philadelphia Biblical University (PBU)
Jewish Studies Program at Moody Bible Institute (MBI)
Answers below are for the above respectively.

1. How long has your program been in operation?

PBU:  Since 1986

MBI:  Since 1922

2. What need are you trying to meet?

PBU:  To train men and women to declare God’s Word concerning His love for the Jewish people and their role in the His plan of salvation for the world. 

MBI:  To provide biblically trained, theologically sound, and practically capable workers for Jewish ministry.

3. What is the desired outcome for your students?  For what roles are you preparing them?

PBU:  Some continue undergraduate degrees at Philadelphia Biblical University or other Christian colleges; others go directly into ministry or missions; others resume their previous jobs.

MBI:  The desired outcome is for students to enter vocational Jewish ministry, potentially as leaders of messianic congregations, congregation planters, outreach workers with Jewish ministries, as specialists in Jewish ministry with general parachurch outreach organizations (i.e. Navigators, Campus Crusade, etc), staff members of local churches focusing on Jewish ministry.
4. What degree programs do you offer?  How many hours are required?

PBU:  Students receive a certificate after completing up to 38 credit hours.

MBI:  We offer a B.A. in Jewish Studies/Bible.  All students are double majors at MBI, in Bible and whatever major they might choose.  We require 30 hours in Jewish Studies, 40 hrs in Biblical/Theological Studies, 16 hrs in Ministry Studies, and 40 hrs in General studies.
5. What is the relationship of classroom hours to practicum hours?

PBU:  There are no required practicum hours.

MBI:  All fulltime students are all required to have a weekly practical Christian ministry assignment every week of every semester.  Additionally, as part of the Jewish studies major, students are required to take a 3 hr ministry internship course after the sophomore or junior year.
6. Are your programs accredited by regional or national accrediting agencies?

PBU:  Yes, our program is accredited nationally by the Association for Biblical Higher Education and regionally by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

MBI:  Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, The Association for Biblical Higher Education, and the National Association of Schools of Music.

7. What curricula do you offer, and to what extent do they support your desired outcomes?

PBU:  The “Bible and Israel Program” at PBU offers 24 courses in eight three-week modules.  Tracks include the English Bible from Genesis to Revelation, Theology, and Jewish Studies (including Introduction to Judaism, Jewish Culture and Customs, Jewish History, History of Modern Israel, Second Temple Period, Geography of Israel, and an Israel Study Tour).

MBI:  Too much to answer.  We offer a full curriculum in Jewish Studies. The thirty hours of studies are: 
Jewish Culture and Communication 

3 hrs
Jewish History 




3 hrs
History and Thought of Modern Israel 

3 hrs
The Holocaust and the Crisis of Evil 

3 hrs
Messianic Prophecy 



3 hrs
Jewish Religious Thought  


3 hrs
Contemporary Jewish Fiction 


3 hrs
Jewish Studies Elective (most students choose advanced Hebrew or Pentateuch)
Jewish Ministry Internship  


3 hrs
Senior Seminar in Jewish Studies (Messianic Jewish Theology)
 

Additionally, all Jewish Studies majors must fulfill their general education foreign language requirement by taking two semesters of Hebrew, either Biblical or Modern.

Desired outcomes at Moody:

Students who complete the requirements of Jewish Studies should:
1. be able to articulate the Jewish roots of faith in Jesus the Messiah and to defend the biblical basis for outreach to the Jewish community.

2. be familiar with the customs, traditions, history, thought and literature of the Jewish people from the Biblical to contemporary eras.

3. be able to articulate the theology, theories and skills that characterize contemporary service in the Jewish community and should be able to identify their own philosophy of service and how that will influence their future service.

4. be able to understand and present the good news of Jesus the Messiah to a Jewish person in a culturally sensitive way, including the ability to defend the Messiahship of Jesus and God’s plan of salvation from the Jewish Scriptures.

8. What four or five textbooks have you found to be most helpful?

PBU:  Andrew E. Hill and John H. Walton, Survey of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991-2009) 

Randall Price, Fast Facts on the Middle East (Eugene, Oregon, U.S.A. Harvest House Pub 2003) 

Robert H. Gundry, A Survey of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, fourth ed., 2003.

MBI:  George Robinson, Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs & Rituals (New York:  Pocket Books, 2000)

Edward H. Flannery, The Anguish of the Jews (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1965) 

Barry W. Holtz, Back to the Sources (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006) 

Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Messiah in the Old Testament: A Glorious Future for Israel With God's Anointed One (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995)
9. What is your ideal student profile?

PBU:  High school graduate, high expectations for learning the entire Bible in one year, love for the land of Israel and Jewish people, heart for ministry

MBI:  Spiritually committed, a heart for ministry to Jewish people, a desire to enter vocational Jewish ministry, a mind capable of rigorous academics.
10. What is your ideal faculty profile (i.e., experience, credentials, etc.)? 

PBU:  Biblical background in grammatical, historical approach to hermeneutics; background in the land of Israel; heart for Jewish people

MBI:  Appropriate theological/biblical education with a terminal degree, effective ministry experience among Jewish people, capable pedagogy in the classroom.

11. Do you offer distance learning?

PBU:  No

MBI:  Not in Jewish Studies but DL offers Ministry Studies, General Studies, and Biblical Theological Studies.
12. What would you offer to others as a “best practice”?

PBU:  Teaching courses that highlight the land of Israel (from Geography to History of Modern, as well as the biblical books, with PowerPoint slides of maps and locations) and then taking the 2 week study tour to Israel.  Kind of like prophecy and fulfillment!

MBI:  The combination of rigorous academic studies with practical ministry experience.
13. What mistakes have you made that others should avoid?

PBU:  Inadequate advertising of the program; assumption that the program is only for Jewish students or only for those pursuing Jewish ministries

MBI:  Trying to have students take two general missions courses as part of the thirty hours of Jewish studies (senior seminar and ministry internship).  We found it is better to have these two courses as specialized in Jewish studies.

Graduate Programs

Charles L. Feinberg Center, Talbot School of Theology (Feinberg)
Netzer David International Yeshiva (Netzer David)
Pasche Institute of Jewish Studies (Pasche)
Jewish Concentration, Intercultural Studies, Western Seminary (Western)
1. How long has your program been in operation?

Feinberg:  Approximately 2 years.  The Charles L. Feinberg Center for Messianic Jewish Studies began offering accredited courses in the summer of 2007 at Talbot School of Theology in CA as one-third of our program must be completed in residence there.

Netzer David:  Since 1983

Pasche:  Classes began in 2004 

Western:  The MA Specialization in Jewish Ministry at Western Seminary was established in 2005 at Western Seminary (Portland and San Jose campuses) with classes beginning in 2006.

2. What need are you trying to meet?

Feinberg:  The M.Div. with emphasis in Messianic Jewish Studies is intended to prepare students for pastoral responsibilities in Messianic Jewish Christian congregations and other positions of leadership in Jewish Christian ministries. 

Netzer David:  To better prepare and equip those called to Messianic ministry

Pasche:  We intend to multiply and strengthen believers for ministry to the Jewish people and to significantly contribute to the scholarship of Jewish ministry.

Western:  Master of Arts level strategic and additional training specifically for Jewish mission workers who are already serving in the field.

3. What is the desired outcome for your students?  For what roles are you preparing them?

Feinberg:  Career objectives: Students will be prepared to pastor Messianic Jewish congregations and to serve Jewish Christian organizations in a variety of capacities. These goals would be accomplished in the preparation of students for the particular needs of ministry within the Jewish Christian community.  Specific outcomes we desire of students include:

· Master the Hebrew language.

· Develop competency in Hebrew exegesis.

· Incorporate an understanding of Rabbinic thought and the Old Testament Law in course studies and discipleship.

· Employ knowledge of Jewish culture and values effectively in diverse ministry situations.



· Develop skills of ministry specifically appropriate for the Jewish community, including the proficiencies that follow:



· Students will be skilled in using Jewish Christian liturgy in Messianic worship and practice (holidays, funerals, marriages, rites of passage, and music);


· Students will speak and write with understanding about Jewish backgrounds of the Christian faith;

· Students will be able to prepare biblical messages appropriate for the Messianic Jewish community;


· Students will provide biblical pastoral counsel for the unique needs of the Messianic Jewish community;


· As a result of personal experience, students will be able to describe the significance of modern Israel in the Jewish Christian community.

Netzer David:  To be equipped and prepared to take on various leadership and ministry roles in Messianic Jewish synagogues and ministries; to sensitively and effectively interact at all levels with those within the Jewish community

Pasche:  

· Lead and organize a Messianic congregation

· Assume leadership positions in mission agencies that minister to the Jewish people

· Lead Jewish ministries in local churches

· Make disciples among the Jewish people

· Prepare students for a Ph.D. in Jewish Studies

· Research and publish in the field of Jewish ministry

· Teach Jewish ministry at the undergraduate level

· Train churches on how to effectively conduct Jewish ministry

Western:  Wider knowledge in the field of Jewish mission and a deeper sense of personal professionalism

4. What degree programs do you offer?  How many hours are required?

Feinberg:  M.Div. in Messianic Jewish Studies (102-104 credit hours)
Netzer David:  

B.A. in Biblical Studies 120 hrs.

B.A. in Judaic Studies 126 hrs. 

M.A. in Biblical Studies 36 hrs. 

M.A. in Judaic Studies 45 hrs. 

M.Div. 96 hrs. 

M.R.S. (Master of Rabbinic Studies) 87 hrs. 

D.Min. 36 hrs.

Pasche:  BA with a Jewish Studies minor (129 hours, with 15 hours in minor), MAJS (36 hours), MDiv with a Jewish Studies concentration (90 hours, with 15 hours in concentration)

Western:  MA in Specialized Ministry – Jewish Ministry Track (60 hours); Graduate Student Diploma (30 hours) and Graduate Student Certificate (16 hours).

5. What is the relationship of classroom hours to practicum hours?

Feinberg:  Assignments include opportunities for students to gain practical experience whenever possible.  There is no “laboratory” or specific “practicum” component.  A capstone course in Integration of Messianic Jewish Studies will provide additional experience. 

Netzer David:  It does depend on the program. Many of our programs expect 25% of their "course" hours be of the practicum variety for those courses that have a more hands-on nature.

Pasche:  One class in five for minor/concentration and one in twelve for MAJS 

Western:  There is a “practicum” portion to the MA Specialization in Jewish Ministry: Total of six hours, and we are able to do that built right into their practical missionary work:

Mentored Ministry: 6 hours

MFM 500 Discovering/Developing Your Ministry Potential (2)

MFM 501/504 Mentored Field Ministry (1+1+1+1)

(see program advisor for MFM/practicum details)

6. Are your programs accredited by regional or national accrediting agencies?

Feinberg:  Yes, the Association of Theological Schools, the New York Board of Regents, and the Western Association for Schools and Colleges 

Netzer David:  Yes. [The website indicates accreditation is through the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools.]

Pasche:  Yes, Criswell College is fully accredited through the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 

Western:  Yes, through Western Seminary

7. What curricula do you offer, and to what extent do they support your desired outcomes?

Feinberg:  The basic degree program is the Pastoral and General Ministries Emphasis offered at Talbot School of Theology (Biola University).  This includes core courses in the following academic departments:  Bible Exposition, New Testament Greek, Old Testament Hebrew, Practical Theology, Systematic Theology, Historical Theology, and Philosophy.

Approximately 25% of the courses, however, are specifically Jewish studies course such as Jewish History, the Theology of the Siddur, Rabbinic Theology, Rabbinic Literature, Ethics of the Fathers, and Integration of Jewish Studies.  Furthermore, the core courses are taught from a Jewish frame of reference by those who are committed to Jewish ministry.

Netzer David:  A full spectrum of courses that are designed to meet our objectives and desired outcomes (see the catalogue online at www.SPTSeminary.edu)

Pasche:  

Introduction to Jewish Studies 

History and Geography of Israel

Theology of Israel (This course deals with “Israelology,” i.e., how the church relates to Israel.  It is essential for the student to understand the theological issues involved in Jewish ministry that are raised in this course.)

Jewish Intercultural Communication (This deals primarily with evangelistic methods.  As such, this course is a foundational course that includes practical experience in sharing the Gospel with Jewish people.)

Messianic Prophecy

History of the Jewish People (This course includes a history of Jewish believers in Yeshua and the history of mission efforts directed toward the Jewish people.)

Rabbinic Literature

Jewish Life and Culture

Topics in Jewish Studies

Hebrew Exegetical

Research Seminar

MA Thesis

Our curricula are designed to expose the student to a wide array of subject areas, each of which is directly related to our desired outcomes.  In addition, of course, through Criswell College our undergraduate and MDiv programs offer a full range of courses, including courses in the biblical languages, theology, pastoral ministry, etc. to thoroughly furnish the student for any type of Jewish ministry, postgraduate studies, or research to which God may lead them.

Western:  Course curriculum is available at: <http://www.westernseminary.edu/AcademicPrograms/PDX/MASM_jewishministry.htm  All courses are offered in modular format, one or two week residence required instead of full semester or quarter

8. What four or five textbooks have you found to be most helpful?

Feinberg:  Each course has several textbooks which assist the student to master the subject matter of the course.  It would be difficult to specify a few books.  We would be happy to provide more information as needed. 

Netzer David:  

Marvin R. Wilson, Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Pub Co, 1989)

John Fischer, The Enduring Paradox: Exploratory Essays in Messianic Judaism 
(Baltimore, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers, 2000)

David Friedman, They Loved the Torah: What Yeshua’s First Followers Really Thought About the Law  Baltimore, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers, 2001). 

Ann Spangler and Lois Tverberg , Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009).

Harvey Falk, Jesus the Pharisee: A New Look at the Jewishness of Jesus (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2003).

Pinchas Lapide, The Sermon on the Mount: Utopia or program for action?, trans., Arlene Swidler (Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, 1986).  

David Flusser, Judaism and the Origins of Christianity (Jerusalem: The Magnes Press, 1988).

W. D. Davies, Dale C. Allison, and E. P. Sanders, Paul and Rabbinic Judaism: Some Rabbinic Elements in Pauline Theology, third ed., with new introduction and additional appendix (London: S. P. C. K., 1970) reprint (Mifflintown, PA: Sigler Press, 1980)

Pasche:  While we use a much larger number of texts than those listed, in addition to videos, articles, and materials prepared by our faculty, below are some texts we have found to be very helpful:

Diprose, Ronald E. Israel and the Church: The Origin and Effects of Replacement Theology. Waynesboro, GA: Authentic Media, 2000.

Horner, Barry. Future Israel: Why Christian Anti-Judaism Must Be Challenged. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2007.

Vlach, Michael J. The Church as a Replacement of Israel: An Analysis of Supersessionism. Ph.D. diss., Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2004.


Winner, Lauren F. Mudhouse Sabbath. Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 2003.

Pritz, Ray. “. . . And the Children Struggled”: The Church and the Jews through History.  Mishkan 50/51 (2007).

Skarsaune, Oskar. We Have Found the Messiah! Jewish Believers in Jesus in Antiquity. Mishkan 45 (2005).

Holtz, Barry, ed.  Back to the Sources: Reading the Classic Jewish Texts.  New York: Summit Books, 1984.

Blackman, Philip, trans., ed., and commentator. Mishnayoth. Second edition, revised, 7 vols. New York: The Judaica Press, 1983.

Western:  

Donald K. Smith, Creating Understanding.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

Geert Hofstede, Cultures and Organizations: Software of the Mind, 2004

9. What is your ideal student profile?

Feinberg:  All students must have a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent and be accepted by the Talbot Graduate Admissions department.  In addition, our students must submit an essay describing their calling to ministry among the Jewish people.  Most of our students will be non-traditional, that is, more mature, married, and with children.  Currently, most of our students are Jewish, and we anticipate that the majority will be of Jewish background.

Netzer David:  Our ideal student would be one who is a believer in Yeshua, Jewishly knowledgeable and Jewishly aware, and with a calling to Messianic/Jewish ministry.  Our programs are geared for either upper level undergrads (A.A. or equivalents) or for grads (masters or doctoral level; we offer both masters degrees and a D.Min.)

Pasche:  Committed believers (Jewish or Gentile) who are conservative and who have been called for some type of Jewish ministry.  We expect them to have the kind of personal integrity and moral character that qualifies them for pastoral ministry.  Ideally, they would be academically motivated, but they would also possess a zeal for evangelism and practical ministry.

Western:  Workers who are already in the field of Jewish Missions, or contemplating shifting ministry focus to Jewish evangelism, with a desire to acquire a professional understanding of Jewish Ministry

10. What is your ideal faculty profile (i.e., experience, credentials, etc.)?

Feinberg:  All faculty members are required to have Ph.D. degrees or to be in the process of obtaining them. They must be approved by Talbot.  Ideally, they will not only have the normal evangelical and professional credentials of any Talbot professor, but they will also have significant experience in Jewish ministry.  Currently, we have been able to meet those criteria. 

Netzer David:  A keen Jewish awareness, substantial Jewish knowledge, and Jewish background if possible, in addition to 18 grad hours (or a specific degree) in the fields in which they teach.

Pasche:  Committed believers (Jewish or Gentile) who believe the Bible is inerrant in the original autographa, who are theologically conservative, and who share premillennial convictions and a love for the Jewish people.  They need to be academically qualified with an earned PhD from a recognized university or seminary, must be competent teachers, and preferably would have experience in Jewish ministry.  They must also possess personal integrity and moral character that qualifies them for pastoral ministry.  They should also demonstrate competence to serve as a model in evangelistic outreach.

Western:  The desirable faculty is one who has mission experience and has an appreciation of the difficulties and specialized perspectives needed for Jewish Ministry. The courses are designed to be specifically practical for field workers engaged in Jewish ministry and not necessarily for congregational ministry service.

11. Do you offer distance learning?

Feinberg:  No.  Talbot School of Theology has a philosophical commitment to the classroom dynamic for most effective seminary education.  There are a few courses that may be substituted for the traditional classroom experience in cases of special need.

Netzer David:  Yes, both by correspondence and online, and we also offer short-term intensive residential courses.

Pasche:  No, however, we plan to offer distance learning in the near future.  Distance learning will not be possible for the entire program, however, because we require all undergraduates to participate in a mission trip where the focus is on Jewish evangelism, and we require our graduate students to participate in a study tour to Israel.

Western:  Yes, 50% of courses must be taken in residence and 50% can be taken through a distance-learning program.

12. What would you offer to others as a “best practice”?

Feinberg:  We are attempting to prioritize people over programs.  Although the standards for our program are quite high, the individual needs and requirements of students and faculty usually are given considerable attention.  We are also committed to offering this program in New York City because of the unusual opportunities to experience American Jewish culture, interface with the Jewish community, and access Jewish resources.

Netzer David:  We utilize a combination of online, correspondence, intensive, and regular residential courses to best meet the needs of our students. Some of these courses can also be done as directed research or independent study courses, depending on the student and professor. We try to tailor the program to the student; so I can't really say that one method of delivery or approach is better than another. In general, we have found that residential courses seem more effective than distance courses.

Pasche:  One thing we have done, which may or may not be a “best practice,” has, nevertheless, been very helpful is to offer (as an elective) an opportunity to be involved in archaeological excavations in Israel.  We prepare our students to share their faith in a sensitive and winsome manner as the opportunities arise, yet archaeology is a pursuit that finds acceptance and approval with Israelis.  Inevitably, our students have had tremendous openings to share with Israelis on these trips.  We have been actively involved in excavations at Qumran, Sepphoris (Zippori), and the Temple Mount excavation salvage operations.  These trips afford an opportunity for students to connect with the Land, with biblical history, as well as with modern Israelis. 

Also, our graduate students have been actively involved (in many cases holding part-time staff positions) in a local Messianic congregation and in Jewish outreach.

Western:  The core courses and flexibility of the program allow the students to directly apply their academic work to the field ministry. The presentation of residential courses in a block of summer intensives allow the worker/student to concentrate on their ministry first and acquire academic support in a convenient manner.

13. What mistakes have you made that others should avoid?

Feinberg:  When seeking accreditation, we originally anticipated a shorter process.   The demands are quite high in New York State, as they are throughout the U.S., and the assistance provided to us through Talbot School of Theology has proven invaluable.  It would have been a mistake for us to attempt this program without such a partnership.

Netzer David:  Falling behind in cultivating donors.

Pasche:  We have not been as aggressive as we should have been in recruiting students.

Western:  Very small scope of “marketing.” we haven’t done much to make it widely known.  Second, restrictions on visas for foreign workers tightened between 2006-08. We were slow to adjust to the government requirements and so had difficulty in securing visas in time last year.
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