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PROGRAMS FOR JEWISH STUDIES:

WHAT’S AVAILABLE AND WHAT’S MISSING?
Jim R. Sibley

Wherever God’s people understand the biblical imperative of proclaiming the Good News of Messiah to the Jewish people, prayers for laborers are answered, students are trained, and ministries are well-staffed and funded.  

One of the best examples from history is the establishment of the Institutum Judaica among the Moravian Pietists of Germany in the 1700’s.  One of the distinctives of the Moravians was their emphasis, not only on missions, but specifically on the importance of missions to the Jewish people.  Through theological argument and persuasion and also through practical example, Count Nicholas Von Zinzendorf tried to convince his followers of the importance of sharing the Gospel with the Jewish people.  So successful was he that the Moravians not only began the first significant mission movement in modern times, but they began with a heart for Israel . . . and with an institution for training missionaries to the Jewish people.
Joseph Levi (later known as Joseph Samuel Christian Frederick Frey) came to know the Messiah through the ministry of the Moravians, and founded the London Society for the Propagation of the Gospel Amongst the Jews, later known as Church Mission to the Jews (CMJ), which occupied a complex of buildings in London known as Palestine Place.  A variety of different ministries to reach Jewish people were housed there, but among them was a college for training Jewish missionaries.  Again, wherever God’s people understand the biblical imperative of proclaiming the Good News of Messiah to the Jewish people, prayers for laborers are answered, students are trained, and ministries are well-staffed and funded.  Without such a theological understanding, the laborers are few, schools for their training founder, and ministries are starved for both personnel and finances.

In 2005, Jews for Jesus released the book, The Messianic Movement: A Field Guide for Evangelical Christians (FG).
  One chapter in the book deals with “Educational Institutions,”
 and is very well done, especially in view of limited source material.  For the purposes of this paper, I will only try to update what is found there, offer a few observations, as well as provide the results of an informal survey of several institutions which are appended.  I have also limited my remarks to programs that place an emphasis on the need for evangelism and missions.  Some Christian universities may offer Jewish studies as a purely academic exercise and would not be included here.
FG says, “In the 20th and 21st centuries, the locus of Messianic Jewish or Jewish missions education has largely moved from Europe to the United States, with Israel as a secondary center.”  This is still true, although there is currently a proliferation of training options available outside the United States.  FG does not mention the Institute of Israelology at the Free Theological Academy in Giessen, Germany, or the Jewish Studies program at All Nations Christian College in Easneye, England. Furthermore, the Messianic Jewish Bible Institute (an outgrowth of Jewish Voice Ministries International) is growing by leaps and bounds, starting training programs in places as diverse as Odessa, Ukraine, and Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 
To assess the state of training in Jewish evangelism and missions, I have tried to survey all educational programs of which I am aware.  Any omissions are therefore due to ignorance or unintentional oversight.  It should also be noted this assignment was made without sufficient time to gather complete information and to prepare it properly.
Informal Training Programs
Several ministries offer courses, whether on Jewish roots of Christian faith, Jewish evangelistic training, the Messianic significance of the feasts, etc.  Ariel Ministries is well-known for their Camp Shoshana teaching program and seminars, as well as their books and materials.  Caspari Center of Biblical and Jewish Studies also offers outstanding short-term studies along the same lines, especially in Jerusalem.  Caspari Center offers two teaching programs: “Hearts to Serve, Leadership Training Course” and “Shabbat School Seminars.”  The purpose for their work is the initial training of young Messianic leaders in Israel and to strengthen the Bible teaching ministries of local congregations.  Christ Church in Jerusalem offers study tours, especially for church leaders from the third world.  Shoresh Ministries focuses primarily on teaching concerning Jewish roots.  
Jewish mission organizations also offer training, specifically in Jewish evangelism, such as CJF Ministries’ JET (Jewish Evangelism Training) program, and others.  Many of these programs, although more informal, offer outstanding training, sometimes under leading scholars, such as Oskar Skarsaune, and experienced staff, such as would be the case with the Jewish mission organizations.
Diploma or Certificate Programs
A number of diploma or certificate programs have arisen from Charismatic organizations and ministries; however, the value of these programs varies.  In fact, Vicky Dillan, in “The MBI Yeshiva and the Hargis Clan,” characterizes the MBI-Yeshiva as little more than a “name-it-and-frame-it” degree mill.
  Not all will agree with this portrayal, as noted also by the authors of FG.  MBI-Yeshiva was invited to participate in the survey, but no response was received.  On the other hand, the FIRE School of Ministry in Harrisburg, North Carolina, led by Dr. Michael Brown, seems to have a much higher level of transparency and quality.  It consists of two programs: The FIRE Immersion School (a one-year program) and the FIRE Leadership Institute (a two-year program), which builds on the foundations of the Immersion School.  Both the MBI Yeshiva and the FIRE School rely completely on distance learning.
The Messianic Jewish Bible Institute, begun by Jonathan Bernis and Dan Juster (now Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board, respectively) and directed by Dr. Wayne Wilks Jr., has seen phenomenal growth and is now operating at least nine schools in eight different countries.
  These appear to be credible programs, although the faculty is somewhat limited, and their formal academic standing may be open to question.  One of their schools is the Messianic Jewish Studies Program at The Kings Seminary in Van Nuys, California.  Dr. Ray Gannon is the director of the program which offers both graduate and undergraduate programs.  This is an accredited program, although they do not require each of their professors to have (or be pursuing) a terminal academic degree, they do not require any Greek or Hebrew in the MDiv program, and the courses seem to emphasize the development of pastoral skills, rather than the acquisition of traditional seminary training.  This is a personal impression, however, and may not be entirely accurate.
Fully-Accredited Degree Programs

Undergraduate Programs

Dr. Erez Soref is the President of the Israel College of the Bible (ICB), in Jerusalem, which is fully accredited by international accrediting associations.  Although they offer an MA in Counseling, their emphasis is on the undergraduate degree in biblical studies (BA).  This program began twelve years ago, and minors are offered in a variety of fields.  ICB also offers a “Year in Israel” program for foreign students.  They report that 14% of the undergraduate program consists of internships and practicums.
The Jewish Studies Concentration at Nyack College, announced with promise in FG as “the newest undergraduate program,”
 has proven, after seven years, not to be viable, due to a lack of students.  The reasons for its failure are not known.  
Liberty University is offering courses in its newly-established Center for Judaic Studies, but is not yet offering a degree program.  The intention is to eventually have a separate School of Judaic Studies and offer both graduate and undergraduate degrees.  So far, the courses appear to focus on archaeology, modern history of Israel, and Jewish culture, but with neither a specifically evangelistic emphasis, nor a goal of training leaders in Jewish ministry.
The Bible and Israel Program (BIP) at Philadelphia Biblical University (PBU) has been in existence for more than thirty years.  It offers a one-year program and, although it did not originate at PBU, the program began in 1987.
  Students who complete the program are awarded a certificate from PBU signifying that they have successfully completed the BIP program.  If they wish to transfer their credits to PBU, they may combine them with other courses for a concentration.  
By far the oldest and most respected of the fully-accredited undergraduate programs is the Jewish Studies Program at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, which was begun in 1923 by Solomon Birnbaum.  Max Reich and Lewis Goldberg have led this program in the past, and it is currently directed by Dr. Michael Rydelnik.  The Jewish Studies program enjoys a strong enrollment and a vigorous course of study.
Graduate Programs
In England, All Nations Christian College offers a Jewish Studies program, under the leadership of Dr. Richard Harvey.  The degree that is offered is the MTh in Messianic Jewish Theology with Intercultural Studies.  No response to the survey was available for this report, but according to the website,
 their goal is to offer “a specifically theological study for the reflective practitioner of Messianic Judaism.”  The program provides course offerings that are balanced between Messianic Jewish theology and Messianic Jewish practice.

In Germany, Dr. Berthold Schwarz is the director of the Institute of Israelology (which was established in February 2004) at the Free Theological Academy in Giessen.  No response to the survey was received from the Institute, and their website does not reveal very much about their program,
 but the Free Theological Academy has a strong reputation for academic excellence.
In the United States, there are four fully-accredited graduate degree-granting institutions that offer programs in Messianic/Jewish studies: Netzer David International Yeshiva at St. Petersburgh Theological Seminary, the Pasche Institute of Jewish Studies at Criswell College, the Jewish Concentration at Western Seminary, and the Charles L. Feinberg Center at Talbot School of Theology.

Dr. John Fischer is the founder and director of Netzer David International Yeshiva at St. Petersburg Theological Seminary.  Although it began in 1983, accreditation would not come for almost twenty years.  Currently, it is accredited with the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS).  Since the emphasis seems to be specifically on the preparation of students to assume leadership roles in local Messianic synagogues, it is not surprising that the Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations has established a partnership with them.  They offer undergraduate, graduate, and DMin degree programs, and rely on a mix of on-site and distance courses.
Jim Sibley is a co-founder and the director of the Pasche Institute of Jewish Studies, Criswell College.  Classes were first offered in 2004, and the initial degree program was an MA in Jewish Studies.  Currently the Pasche Institute offers a BA with a concentration in Jewish Studies, an MDiv with a major in Jewish Studies, and the MA in Jewish Studies.  Criswell College holds to the inerrancy of Scripture and to a premillennial eschatology.  Although some of the faculty are adjunctive, all hold doctoral degrees (or they are in progress).  Pasche Institute also publishes Mishkan, a journal which provides a forum on the Gospel and the Jewish people.
Dr. Tuvya Zaretsky is responsible for the Jewish Concentration, Intercultural Studies at Western Seminary.  This is a concentration in an MA in Specialized Ministry that began classes in 2006.  It was begun “to meet in particular the graduate-level training needs of Jews for Jesus staff,” but it is open to other students, as well.
 In addition to the MA, Western also offers a Graduate Student Diploma (30 hours) and a Graduate Student Certificate (16 hours).  Through an even mix of residential and distance-learning, the program is designed specifically to provide practical help for field workers involved in Jewish ministry, as opposed to congregational ministry.
The Charles L. Feinberg Center at Talbot School of Theology began offering courses in the summer of 2007 at the initiative of Chosen People Ministries.  They offer an MDiv in Messianic Jewish Studies.  The majority of the course work is done in New York City, and the remainder is done in California on the campus of Talbot School of Theology.  They are philosophically committed to residential education and eschew distance-learning.  They are fully accredited and seek to maintain high standards academically and offer on-the-job-training, as well.
Conclusion

Jewish studies are not ends in themselves.  They are a means to the greater end of effective ministry among the Jewish people.  While it should be kept clearly in mind that the goal is ministry, the academic standards for preparation for that ministry should be kept as high as possible.  

In the nineteenth century, some of the greatest Christian scholars and authors were Jewish believers in Yeshua.  Alfred Edersheim, Adolph Saphir, Christian David Ginsberg, August Neander, these names were not just known in Hebrew Christian circles, or even merely in Christian circles, but they were scholars who were well-known and respected by the general public, as well.  
In America in the early twentieth century, David Baron, Daniel Fuchs, Charles Feinberg, etc. were widely read by the Christian public.  These men had all been effectively trained and were mightily used of the Lord.  Where are their counterparts today?  Messianic Judaism has been marginalized, to a great extent, by its lack of academic rigor, and too little is being done to educate the leaders of the future.
This survey reveals that most of the efforts to provide training are relatively new and small.  In many cases, the academic quality of the schools is not what it should be.  Many indicate that insufficient attention has been given to the recruitment of students.  More needs to be done in providing research grants and fellowships, as well as the publication of academically responsible books that can strengthen the historical, biblical, and theological understandings of Jewish ministry.
Wherever God’s people understand the biblical imperative of proclaiming the Good News of Messiah to the Jewish people, prayers for laborers are answered, students are trained, and ministries are well-staffed and funded.  May the Lord open the eyes of the redeemed to the significance of Jewish ministry!
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