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My core value for leading Messianic groups on tour through Israel and Jordan is to share the experience of “Seeing Israel through Jewish eyes” and more importantly meeting Jewish believers in the land of Israel today. The scriptures come alive, as you stand where our Lord walked and taught. As I have always said, “the experience of being in the land of Israel together with meeting local Jewish and Arab believers brings to life the scripture in Mathew 24 v 32 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.
Arrival Tel Aviv

Let’s begin our journey with departures and arrivals which can certainly have its ups and downs. When you have 25+ people on tour reaching Bangkok, Hong Kong or wherever your connecting flight to Israel departs from Israeli security can ask a barrage of questions in several different ways to see if your answer is consistent. For example why are you visiting Israel? You are a tourist going on an organised tour of Israel. Who is picking you up at the airport? The tour group organisers will be picking you up with a bus. Are you visiting any Palestinian territories? Absolutely not. Don’t be nervous-- eventually everyone gets through with a sigh of relief. 

However there is real concern. Read following excerpt from Calev Myers 17/04/09. 
We are not saying that it is time to enter your bunkers and bomb-shelters, but we would strongly recommend that you do not mention the name of any Messianic Jewish friends, when asked at Ben-Gurion Airport if you know anyone in Israel. An innocent Evangelical family from Hong-Kong, who came to Israel for a "Bible Roots Tour" accidentally did that last week and was immediately arrested, put in jail and told that they would be sent back to Hong-Kong on the next available flight. Why? They were told by a Ministry of Interior clerk at the entrance terminal that they were suspected of "illegal missionary activity". Does that term sound familiar? It was only through the spontaneous efforts of the JIJ team, together with other justice-loving partners such as Mr. Eeki Elner, that the family from Hong-Kong was released from jail after several hours. It should be noted that they were required to deposit a $30,000 cash bail sign a declaration to the effect that they will not engage in "missionary activity" during their travels in Israel. Wow, we should all feel relieved that four Mandarin-Chinese speaking tourists from Hong-Kong will not be able to steal the souls of our children while they are sun-bathing on the shores of the Sea of Galilee or doing mud-treatments at the Dead Sea.
Chosen People Ministry Centre Jerusalem

(Joke) I have achieved my QBE degree in tour leading – qualified by experience. After more than 20 hours of flying we arrive in Tel Aviv where everyone is ready for rest and relaxation at our hotel. Before dinner at our hotel we enjoy an evening at CPM. Here we meet with Jewish missionaries who share their testimonies; everyone becomes energised by this contact. This is a rare experience for all.

Daily life in Jerusalem

Next day we awaken in the city of the Great King, Jerusalem, the geographic centre of the world. You can feel the atmosphere that sets Jerusalem apart from any other city in the world. We have a full day of touring Old Jerusalem, following in the footsteps of Jesus. Our group consists of both old and young people. However I am constantly amazed at the energy of older people. Some who are in their late 70’s have more energy than younger people. As visit the WESTERN WALL, we encounter various emotions. Firstly for us as believers it is agonising to witness the fervent and sincere prayers of secular and ultra orthodox Jews making their requests known to God. For us whose hearts beat for our Jewish people it is a deeply moving experience. We are also exposed to the poverty and desperation of both men and women young and old either begging or desperate to sell any schmata for a shekel. The other side of this coin is to see the young boys following in their father’s footsteps dressed up as little miniature rabbi’s with their tzit tzit and yarmulke’s, really cute. 

Messianic Congregations and Palestinian believers - Truly a moving experience!

On tour everyone looks forward to meeting with local Messianic congregations across Israel. People in the west have been praying for through newsletters and emails. Messianic congregations in Israel are hidden from public view for obvious reasons. Our knowledge is broadened when we learn of their living experience and find out that they pay a high price for their faith if caught out in their community. The reality of life in Israel is that there are also Palestinian believers whom I introduce the group to. 
It is a privilege to meet these brothers and sisters as their price of believing in Jesus is the real deal i.e. martyrdom. Here we see immediately that only way to real and lasting reconciliation and peace is to have Yeshua as our Messiah. An enormous amount of emotion runs through one’s heart as we experience and try to comprehend what it must be like to face these challenges on a daily bases which in a way is taken for granted by us in the west. Truly a moving experience. 

Purim in Haifa

By now everyone on tour expects normality till you meet up with Israeli’s dressing up for Purim. We are suddenly aware that this is life as normal for every Jewish person in Israel. 

Kinneret

Spectacular food displays and delicious meals are all part of the experience and no better place to discover it than at the Lake of Galilee. After breakfast we enjoy a cruise in a fishing boat on the Galilee. It’s an emotional experience which varies from reflection to dancing to worshipping our God, Yeshua is alive. In fact so moving is this experience that I have accidentally on occasion left someone behind while we have all gone on the fishing boat. This is the area where Messiah did most of His miracles. Whether you are on the lake looking up or looking down on it from the hillside it is beautiful. 

Jordan River Baptisms – water rats fish and living organisms

Get ready for baptism or re-dedication. When people see the Jordan River some cannot quite believe what they see. 

Perhaps they are looking to find flowing water which is blue, clean and tranquil. In fact the Jordan River is green in colour with lots of gum trees on its banks. While I am baptising people in the Jordan River during these occasions some people’s feet will be nibbled by the odd fish or water rat and every other living organism you could expect. They normally shout out something is biting my feet! 

Dead Sea, Masada and Rabbi Sababa

All good things certainly continue where the tour is free to enjoy a ‘float’ in the medicinal waters of the Dead Sea. This can be a painful experience if you have any open wounds on your body. However the salt and mud experience is not to be missed. For those of us who know our limitations I encourage these people to take the cable car and enjoy the heights of Masada. Those of us who are more adventurous walk up or down Masada and do so to their peril. After such occasions of lunacy I then am known by the tour as Rabbi Sababa…

Ein Gedi and Eilat

Have you ever noticed when you are trying to unwind have some leisure time or perhaps reading the local signs things don’t always appear to be quite right. On such occasions you can become a little frustrated so you can go climb a tree or it gets a little more comical in trying to decipher what the sign really says. English is not Israel’s first language!

Petra and Mount Nebo – even though it is incredibly scenic be in constant prayer… 
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The one man who first proposed this
whole thought to me was the noted saint
and Bible student, W. E. Blackstone.
Some 15 or 20 years ago this brother took
me into his study one day out in Pasa-
dena and opened his heart to me as he
explained with glistening eyes, his under-
standing of the Man from Bozrah. He
told me something that astounded me;
he said that he had just sent $8,000 to a
Jewish missionary in Palestine, and that
that Jewish missionary had made up a
caravan of donkeys and camels and_had
carried thousands of Gospel tracts, New
Testaments, and Gospels, clear down
through the desert of Transjordania and
up into the mountain height of Petra.
And there he had distributed these New
Testaments and tracts in small packages,
in the caves and in the empty houses, to
bide the time when the refugee Israelites
will flee there for escape from the Anti-
christ. Then they will find these New
Testaments and they will understand
what is going on, and what their Messiah
is doing for their deliverance! I must con-
fess that I had a feeling of astonishment,
and I thought within myself that this was
surely something fantastic. But Rere was
2 man known to be sober in judgment, a
good Bible student, and he had taken of
his own money the sum of $8,000 to make
an investment of this sort. Who then
was I to gainsay?
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In O1d Jerusalem I Find Corroboration

So, in 1938 when I visited in Pales-
tine, T had supper with a beloved friend
of mine, a Jewish Christian missionary,
in the Street of the Prophets. He told me
he had just returned from Petra. He had
been on one of his preaching tours
which took him as far as Amman, and he
thought as long as he had gotten that far
he would like to go down to Petra just to
satisfy himself as to what had become of
the Blackstone literature. To his ut-
most surprise, he found the boxes intact,
and to the best of his judgment they were
just as good as though they had been
there only a few days.

Thus it is that we too, united in our
common bond of love for Israel, and seek-
ing always to discover His footsteps as
He deals with His covenant people, are
ever on the alert to sense His will and do
His bidding. That is why we have tried
to be on the front line of battle in the
planning for the Post-War undertaking
in Europe and Palestine. That is why
our beloved friends are joining with us in
abundant fellowship, affection and en-
couragement as we go on day after day
secking to do His will and to make
known His name.
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Back in the Land of Milk & Honey oh what Tsimes - be ready for the unexpected                                                                                                   When in Israel be Israeli. Some of the most amazing times in Israel are discovered when you have time off from the tour group. On one such occasion my son and I decided to walk from the Old City in Jerusalem to our hotel. To get to the hotel we had to walk through some of the local neighbourhoods. During this excursion we promptly met with the local Rabbi Shapiro who kindly helped me with directions to our hotel and took a keen interest in my cap finally prophesied over my son saying that he would one day be a rabbi. (The scripture on the cap was Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord has made to light upon Him the guilt and iniquity of us all.)
I’m so glad we’ve had this time together - Going home with memories to last a lifetime and experiences to share with family and friends. 

In closing, when I read the scriptures, I remember the land of Israel together meeting with Jewish believers the words of Isaiah 40:1 "Comfort, oh comfort my people," says your God. "Speak softly and tenderly to Jerusalem, but also make it very clear that she has served her sentence, that her sin is taken care of—forgiven! She's been punished enough and more than enough, and now it's over and done with."
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