What’s happening in New Zealand?

By Des Rubie, JFJ CLIM in Christchurch

It was mid January this year, we had just said farewell to Adi, Oryan, and Mor who had stayed with us for three days, and I was working outside when a car drove up our drive with strangers in it. They wound down the window and tentatively said “Shalom” “Shalom.” I replied and seeing they were still a little unsure I said “Mah-nish-mah.” Their faces lit up. I invited them, “Come and have a cuppa with us.”  They were Shmulik & Billy, a retired couple who had just that morning arrived in Akld from LA and had got a connecting flight to Chch. They immediately picked up a rental car and started driving  North from the city. After a long flight they were feeling in need of a change of clothes so decided to turn off the H,Way and get changed into something more comfortable. It was a God-incidence that they turned into our gateway and saw “SELA” in Hebrew on our gatepost, and decided to investigate further. Now they were sitting in our lounge drinking coffee and chatting. We told them that we hosted lots of Israelis and they immediately got excited and Shmulik said to Billy, “go and get the book.” Before they left Israel on their world tour they had downloaded the details of hosts in NZ and there were our names on their list.  They used a bedroom to get changed and were on their way.

Hosting is an exciting way of witnessing to Jews that Yeshua is the Messiah.

To host in this way requires a passion to share the Gospel mixed with being relaxed enough to have strangers invading your personal space for no material gain. Generally there is no charge for staying, and it can cost in food, but the LORD provides, and of course, there is a cost in labour, washing sheets off beds etc. But the joy of being able to witness in the comfort of your own home makes up for any inconvenience.

 A majority of the travellers are in their early twenties, and have recently completed their mandatory IDF service. Because we can host up to six comfortably we also get families. Before they leave we ask that they sign the visitor’s book and include their email address. And we take their photo which goes into an album of Israelis. This album is a good ice breaker which we give them to look through soon after they arrive and they often find someone that they know.

 The website where Shmulik and Billy found our names is a secure site. It cannot be found through a search engine. But Israelis have a great network of sharing information with each other.  Details of hosts are limited to first names and telephone number and the general area of residence, and then other interests.

For example, we are listed in the North Canterbury region in the Saltwater Creek area, 30 minutes North of Christchurch. Retired farmers living on our farm, we keep Shabbat and the Feasts.

History of Hosting: Forty something years ago NZ Friends of Israel was started in Christchurch by orthodox Jews in conjunction with Gentiles, mostly Christians. Israelis doing sabbaticals at Canterbury University would go to these meetings and we would invite them to visit with us on weekends. Gradually a network was established which was called, “Stay in our homes.” This eventually grew into more extensive organizations and now there are hosts in many countries.  Hosts still network so that we know many of those in the South Island who host.

Because NZ is long and narrow it is well suited to having a hosting network as most hosts are near to the major H-ways, so Israelis could see much of the country without having to pay for accommodation. In practice it is because  of the recommendation of other Israelis that they come. Many that stay with us have been told about us by other Israelis, so giving them the Gospel does not put them off. We had a couple who stayed with us a couple of years ago while they looked for a van to travel in. They found a suitable vehicle and started their tour. They came back a week or more later at lunch time to show us their van. We had other Israelis staying with us having lunch so we asked this couple to join us also. They started asking questions about the Messiah following on from our previous discussion, when they had first stayed with us, and since then they had stayed with others who had given them more to think about. All this is happening with the other guests listening in. These are Divine appointments.

 Subjects for discussion: I find that the Akedah, the story of Abraham offering Isaac is good because it is familiar territory to most Israelis, and is an enigma.

The book of Daniel is very unfamiliar territory, but opens up a whole host of questions. Chap 12:1 …your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book. I would point out that Yeshua is the book-keeper.

We also have the “Jesus” video in Hebrew. Israelis recognize many of the actors so it has added relevance.

As most of the Israelis have recently finished their IDF service they are inclined to let their hair down both figuratively and literally, and they are out for a good time. There are different circuits of travel, some choose to go to South America and those who come to us also include Australia, NZ, South/East Asia, especially Thailand, and India and Nepal in their itinerary. We joke that they can’t get any further away from Israel than NZ, the uttermost part of the earth.

For us the hosting season starts in early November so takes in Hanukah, and ends in April taking in Passover. We would normally have Israelis join us for Passover so it is also a good opportunity to share the gospel.

