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Disclaimer:  In no way does this questionnaire purport to be a scientifically valid survey; the number of people surveyed is statistically insignificant, the majority of those queried are personally known to the author, and those receiving the e-mailed questionnaire were told that their responses were solicited in preparation for an untitled paper being presented to the Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism — none of which would be true in an objective “blind” survey.  While the data collected may be of interest to readers of this paper, its usefulness as an objective study is questionable, and readers are cautioned against reaching broad conclusions based on its contents.











	SURVEY





Shalom in Messiah’s dear name!  





As part of the background to an assigned paper for next month’s Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism meeting in Florida, I’m conducting an informal three-question survey to which your response is invited.  These are the guidelines:  





		Your personal viewpoint (rather than a “dictionary definition”) is of most interest. 


		Though the questions are intentionally broad, succinct responses are requested (think “main point,” not “comprehensive”; “short answer,” not “essay”).


		Should a direct quote be excerpted from what you submit, your name will not be published without your permission (see below).


		To be included in the survey for the paper, responses should be returned within one week (by February 28).  





Thanks in advance for your consideration.  If you would like to see the results of the survey, please indicate below.  Thanks again!





Every blessing in Messiah,





Wes Taber


AMF International





P.S.  If you wish to forward this message to other Jewish believers you know to invite their responses, please do so by tomorrow (2/22), as the deadline looms.  Thanks again!





......................................................





 Survey Questions





1. What does it mean to you to be Jewish?





2. What does it mean to you to be Messianic/Christian?





3. In your identity as a Jewish believer, what is the area of greatest tension?





___ Please let me know when the paper is posted on the Internet.





___ Wes, you may choose to use my name should you quote me directly in your paper.





I most closely affiliate with a:


___ Messianic Synagogue\Congregation     ___ Local Church





Respondent’s name:














	SURVEY RESPONSES





1.  What does it mean to you to be Jewish?





A2 	I feel a strong affinity with a people that has a unique history, a special Divine calling, and a Divine plan.  I am happy to know I am part of it all.





A5 	Since there are black Jews, Chinese Jews, Spanish Jews, atheistic Jews, agnostic Jews, Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, Orthodox, etc., Jews, as well as Messianic Jews, it's obvious being Jewish isn't about religion or race. I see being Jewish as being part of a people that are descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Period.





A8 	It means that by God's grace I am part of the nation physically descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, chosen by God to be His people, and to bring Him glory among the nations of the earth.





A13	It means to be part of the People chosen by God to reconcile the world back to Himself. Our mission is to bring the Word of God, and the Messiah, who is the Savior of the world, to the other nations.





A15 	Being Jewish to me is being a part of a people.  It is my family.  It is my heritage.  It is my culture.  It is my tradition.  It is the way I was raised.  It is what is inside of me.





B3 	My heritage is beautiful to me.  It is who God made me and as such is part of the destiny He set before me.  My Jewishness is woven tightly to my faith in Y'shua because, as part of the "remnant according to God's gracious choice," I have been twice chosen as a Jew to be a sign of His great plan for all the ages.





B5 	To have been socialized into a particular people group, with all the accompanying mores and folkways, myths, legends, and worldview of that people group, i.e., to be Jewish is to have been raised in a Jewish house with a Jewish identity.  Because being Jewish more often than not is modified with a hyphen, like in Jewish-American, being Jewish often shares other cultural mores and folkways and legends, etc.





B6 	You may have intended this question to be somewhat subjective, but I will assume that you are wanting to know what it means for me to be Jewish in an ethnic and cultural sense.  Otherwise, I would probably have given the same answer for this question as I have given to your second question.  So...here's my answer:  I be because I am. 





B7 	To be Jewish means two things:  that I am a physical descendent of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and that I identify as a Jew in describing who I am and by the lifestyle I lead.





B13	To me it is part of my identity, it is my culture, I see things through Jewish eyes.  I feel things that a Jew ought to feel about the history of our people.  Theologically I know that I am a part of a people of destiny who have a role to play in the world’s redemption.  One is not a Jew by birth but by entering the covenant through circumcision on the eighth day according to the covenant.  In the case of daughter, by having her birth announced by the formula before a Jewish Congregation.  Jews are not a race in a biological sense where we have common features for we have Jews of all races.  Lineage means nothing once the chain of circumcision and naming is broken.  No one is half Jewish, quarter Jewish, etc.  That kind of description is more appropriate to livestock than human beings.  The Jewish Nation will eventually be saved by turning to Christ but Jews in this and all other ages need salvation by personally receiving Jesus Christ.


	I am a Jewish person but I do not follow Judaism which I regard as being the religion of the Rabbis.  My loyalty is to my people and to the God of Israel.  If I choose to celebrate Jewish Holidays it is not is the sense of following a commandment (for such are not required of New Testament Believers) it is because I want to identify with my heritage.  I do not set myself forth as a Jew for purposes of Evangelism.  I am not Jewish bait on a Christian hook.  I rather think that by my manner and means of communication, people would guess me to be a Jew even if I said my name was Jim Thompson.  I am neither proud nor ashamed to be a Jew, it is God that made that determination when he created my soul. 


	Nevertheless, I would like to give you my definition of a Jew:  “A Jew is a person who belongs to the people with whom God made covenants through Abraham, Moses, and David.  The Jews are his prophetic people and the promises to the Jewish People are Earthly Promises.”


	To understand this, I give my definition of a Christian: “A Christian is a person, Jew or Gentile, who has entered into a living relationship with God through the New Birth, and the New Covenant prophesied in Jeremiah 31;31, and has a New Life through the Holy Spirit.”  The promises to the Christian are primarily Heavenly.  But Temporal promises of provision and protection are assured.  The New Covenant will not be entirely fulfilled till Jesus returns and sets up his kingdom.  In Heaven there is no distinction between Jews and Gentiles in Christ.


B15 	To be part of the biblical and modern people with whom I share a common history, heritage, and religious culture (even though we disagree about Jesus).





B17 	Being "Jewish" is my physical identity. Growing up ... before I was anything else, I knew that I was Jewish. Not only did this information come from my family and friends... It came from all those "Christians" out there who continually reminded me that I was one of "them".... a "Jew" ... a "Christ-killer."


	Judaism as a "religion" had little meaning for me, though we went to an orthodox synagogue with my grandparents.  But being Jewish was my identity.  And I loved being Jewish!!! :-)





B18 	I am a descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and an inheritor of the covenant promises given in the Bible, including the mission call to be a light to the gentiles. 





B19 	It means that I am part of a rich heritage, that my history is recorded in the Bible.  It means that I am a person with a destiny.





B20 	To be Jewish is an ethnicity, as I see it.  Jewishness, as I understand it, is the essentially ethnic connection to a people first and foremost through a blood line.  The history of the Jewish people takes us into the Biblical narrative, so I include that as part of the definition of the origin or the Jewish people.  The expressions of Jewishness would be in the various forms of Jewish culture(s).





C3 	It is my heritage, my identity.  It is a blessing and a curse.  It is to be chosen by God and distanced by men.





C5 	To be Jewish, technically, means to be a physical descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  As I have shared with many Jewish people, "We share the same past, with its pain, and the same glorious destiny because of the God of Israel and His faithfulness."





C7 	Being Jewish means that I am a twice born child of Avraham.  It gives me a sense of being rooted in history, of belonging to a people chosen of G-d to be His emissaries.





D3 	My birth heritage is Jewish, both parents were/are Jewish (dad is deceased, mom is alive); I am a birth heritage descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob





E1 	To have a Jewish mindset and worldview; to want to fix what's wrong in the world; to care about what's wrong because of the prejudice suffered by my ancestors and me.





E2 	It means that God keeps His promises.  I'm living proof that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has had his protective hand on the Jewish people.  Otherwise there would be no Jewish people.





E3 	Being Jewish for me is identifying with a group of peoples who have been lumped together throughout most of the time people have been on earth.  It is the sharing of a core culture that is expressed many ways; i.e., Sephardim, Ashkenazim, etc.  It is in the blood.  It is what I am.  It related me in spirit and blood to the ancient ones written about in the Bible.





E4 	It means that I have a rich heritage...a history...a connection with a people...a feeling I get from the unity despite the differences...such rich traditions, holidays that demonstrate so many aspects of our G-d...a separateness that has kept a people intact all thru generations ...a bond...a joy...a meeting between the ancient and the "now."





E5 	To me, being Jewish is primarily ethnic, involving various aspects of my culture and the New York-Jewish-English dialect I speak.





Z2 	A national calling with spiritual overtones:  to be Jewish, to be godly, to believe and preach the Gospel, to work for the unity of the Body of Christ .





Z3 	It means that I choose to express my own faith through Jewish customs, traditions and prayers; moreover, as a Jewish believer in the Jewish Messiah Yeshua I personally feel obligated by my Jewishness to do everything I can to bring other Jewish people to the knowledge of Him and to make the rest of the Body of Messiah more aware of their own connection to the Jewish people and how that awareness is essential to proper expression of Christian faith.





Z7	To acknowledge and identify myself as a Jew, and so part of the Jewish people and of Israel, now and historically.  This implies also at least a tacit belief in the LORD God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.





Z8 	To be Jewish means to be identified with the people who believe they worship under the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Yes, as believers, we are the true worshipers of God.  However, the Jewish people are a people, and a culture, whose mannerisms and religious practices go back to the times of the First Testament.  For right or wrong, they have been identified by a symbol, and a list of religious practices.  These practices vary from circumcision, to Shabbat, to Passover.  Their symbols, of The Star of David and the Menorah, are a means of identification that goes back many hundreds of years.  Therefore, a person's identity with this people, their symbols, their practices, and their traditions, identifies him/her as Jewish.  One does not necessarily need to be born Jewish, as evidenced by Ruth.  However, the religious legal institutions of today require either a Jewish mother, or certificate of conversion to be called Jewish; however, God might consider it differently.  


	As for me, the son of Holocaust survivors, the issue of being Jewish has never been anything I questioned.  I was born Jewish, I will live as a Jew, and I will die Jewish.





Z10	It means to be part of the Jewish people/race.  It means to be a fellow partaker of a special heritage — spelled out clearly in the Bible.  It means having particular obligations/ responsibilities — specifically to be an example to the nations of the world, of a people who walk in holiness and have a relationship with the living God.  And to verbally bring the message of salvation to Israel and all the nations of salvation through Yeshua.





Z12 	I feel that I am privileged to have been chosen three times: first to be born to Jewish parents; second, to be born again; and third to be part of fulfilment of prophecy, to be serving in Israel. What does it mean to me, being Jewish?  I don't know, I've never been anything but...it's just part of who I am — a fact of life!





Z14 	We have been thinking of this lately a lot.  Our congregation is mostly gentiles and we find it hard to "find" our Jewishness. but I can say this: 


   A. It is something God made us to be (allowed us to be born in our families).


   B. In the Bible and New Testament it says that God made the new covenant with the Jews (Jer. 31:31) and only with them (later gentiles can join the blessings), and also it is written in many places "the Jew and the Greek (or gentile)."  So if God himself finds it important to point (still) to the fact that there's a difference (not in sharing the blessings but maybe in tasks) so should we.  Plus we Jews should not feel as we join the blessings of others in Christ, but as an elder brother and so we must teach the new believers.  So many (all??) of the Jews believe that Jesus is not for the Jewish people.  We must teach otherwise.  As Jews we thank the Lord every Friday for the rest of Shabbat  with grape juice and homemade Halla, prayer and songs and special dinner and we don't work on Shabbat (we drive, and do everything but work, and try to dedicate this day to rest in him). We celebrate most of the Hebrew feasts (some are not for believers like "Lag Ba’omer").





X1 	For me to be Jewish is a special blessing the Lord gave me, having me to be born from Jewish parents.  It also includes growing up knowing that I was different from others in that our family celebrated other holidays that others did not...remembering God's intervention in our ancestors’ lives and in our lives today.  Being Jewish to me means decorating a Jewish Star instead of a Christmas tree...lighting the Menorah candles...playing with the dreydl...eating latkes...many special different things.





X2 	It means to share in the moving though rough History of the People God chose through Abraham to reveal His rescuing will of Salvation in Messiah Son of David, being linked back to its very beginning.





W1 	– It is part of my God-given identity, just as it is to be male, British and married with two children.


– It is to be used to honour God and witness to his love in the Messiah.


– It links me to a people, land, culture(s), heritage, language(s).


– It challenges me, in postmodern terms, to construct and live out an identity that coheres with the scriptures and the world today, recognising that the majority of my people have yet to come to know the real meaning of Jewishness, which is to know and serve the Jewish Messiah, the true fulfilment of Jewish identity.





2.  What does it mean to you to be Messianic/Christian?





A2	After studying the theology of the Remnant of Israel, I find it very special to realize that I have dual citizenship.  As a member of the Remnant of Israel, I have citizenship with the people of Israel, and as a member of the Body of the Messiah, I also have citizenship in the Church.  This dual citizenship works out both in the present age and in the future Messianic Kingdom.





A5 	To be Messianic means that I have chosen to follow the teachings and practices of Yeshua, including what he says about his sacrifice which provides atonement for the sin of all who trust this message. 





A8 	It means that as a result of repenting of my sin, and putting my trust in the perfect atoning work of Messiah Jesus for the atonement of my sins, and the bestowal of abundant and eternal life, my Jewish identity has come to its full realization as member of Messiah's Body.





A13	It means that I am in a right relationship with the Messiah and the Son of God, who has ended my alienation from God.





A15 	Being a Messianic/Christian is my faith.  It is what I believe.  It is not rooted in tradition or culture.  It is rooted in relationship with Jesus.  My Jewishness went with me into the relationship therefore my relationship with Jesus is made more full by my heritage.





B3 	Jesus gives meaning and purpose to my life, to my identity as a Jew, to my calling in life.  I am also connected to 5 generations of Jewish believers which means a great deal to me ala Rom. 11:5 (see question 1).





B5 	To have come in contact with the God of the Scriptures and to have undergone a paradigm shift in your worldview and be regenerated where all other identities are defined by Christ.





B6 	Being a Jewish follower of Jesus first and foremost means that I am a true worshiper of God as I live in the Spirit and Truth of the resurrected Messiah.  As a Jew, I then feel that it is my responsibility and privilege to encounter Him and express my worship through my God-given cultural heritage and identity.





B7 	To believe that Yeshua is the Messiah, and that he came to die for my sinfulness so I could have a relationship with God by faith alone.





B13	I have defined Christian as above; I would only add that if the term "Messianic" is not a synonym for "Christian" as appropriately used by Jews then I must reject it as heretical.  Those Jews who say that they are "Messianic not Christian" are as foolish as one who might say:  "I am not a male, I am a man."





B15 	To be someone who has put their trust in Jesus as savior and Lord.  To be part of the community of other Christians.





B17 	I am a follower of the Messiah.  I am born again.  I am a new creation.  My "Jewish identity" is no longer the issue, My identity is now tied totally to my relationship with God which came to me by God's grace because of my faith in the Messiah. 


	I understand that God makes no distinction between Jews and Gentiles. We are all equally new creations ... such as never existed before.  In His sight there is no difference between us — and as we serve and worship Him there is to be no difference between us. We are all part of the one Church of our Messiah, Jesus.





B18 	I have received God's gift of salvation by faith through Y'shua.  I have the promises of eternal life and forgiveness of sins now.  I, like all other believers, have equal standing because of God's gift through Y'shua.





B19 	Everything.  Knowing our Messiah has given permanent meaning to my life.  I can fulfill my destiny as part of the faithful remnant.





B20 	An ethnic Jew who is a follower of Y'shua (Jesus) the Messiah.





C3 	To be part of the remnant who have fulfilled God’s plan for the Jewish people.  It also gives me another heritage, that of the disciples; they are an example, a pattern, a legacy of which to follow.





C5 	To be Messianic means to know personally the Messiah of Israel, Yahshua, and specifically to believe that his blood atonement is the only means of forgiveness and reconciliation with the God of Abraham.





C7 	It means that G-d has been making me a whole.  I thought that being Jewish had nothing to do with my being a believer in Y'shua.  I thought that the Scriptures of the first and second covenant had very little to do with each other; now I see that they are an integrated whole.  The Hebrew Scripture is incomplete by itself and the New Testament is without foundation by itself.





D3 	I am a Jewish believer in Jesus, born of Jewish heritage, saved by the blood of  Messiah Yeshua Jesus.  I identify with my Jewish people, and am determined to still partake of many of the 'traditions' that are associated with my heritage.





E1 	To know my sins are forgiven; to have a personal relationship with God; and to have fallen in love with my Jewish roots in a deeper way.





E2 	It means that I'm a believer in the whole Bible — both the Old and New Testaments.  It's very meaningful to me.  Now I understand what it truly means to be a Jew.  It means that I'm a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that I believe God on His terms, not the terms of the Jewish traditions I was raised with.





E3 	Being Messianic is the realization that the Jewish Messiah has come and that I have been fortunate enough to realize the truth of his existence while never losing touch with the core of my Jewishness.  It is being chosen by the Lord and being given the opportunity to worship and glorify him.





E4 	It means that I think differently than many Jewish minds...it means that I share the traditions with an enlightened approach, making me ever more responsible to share the richness with my offspring and those around me...it means that I am closer to understanding "the plan," though I personally think we'll all be a bit surprised when we "arrive," to say the least.





E5 	It means to follow the One revealed as Messiah, in recognition that this is the direction in which my ethnic ancestors were meant to turn, recognizing who He is in His fullness as the One who reveals God, and recognizing that this transcends ethnic and national boundaries.





Z2	A calling by grace to salvation:  the forgiveness of my sins and the glad duty to live for God.  The gift of God's indwelling Spirit, the hope of eternal life, assistance in the struggle against sin and for godliness, an assured end in the presence fo God.  The duty to seek to be godly, to believe and preach the Gospel, to work for the unity of the Body of Christ.


		


Z3 	It means that I am freed of bondage to sin through Yeshua's atoning death, and that through His resurrection and intercession He makes it possible for me to avoid sinning now and to do His will.  He is the great Healer of physical and emotional distress.





Z7 	To believe in Jesus/Yeshua as the Messiah, the Son of the living God; that He is the one who actually did die on the cross for my sins — and for the sin of the whole world — and that He did rise again from among the dead.  Jesus Christ is LORD, and all this in accord with the Bible, the Word of God.





Z8 	When looking at God's plan for salvation, it comes through the Jewish Messianic line.  All of the first believers were Jewish, and it took quite an argument from the book of Acts before non-Jews were allowed to be saved.  So becoming a believer (Messianic) is actually the normal outgrowth of God's plan for the Jewish people.  I simply fit into His natural plan.  Since becoming a believer in the States, I have belonged to several "churches."  However, that has never changed the fact of my Jewishness, and it never will.  To my great sorrow, I am a minority in Israel.  I pray that there would be more Messianic Jews, and it's for that purpose that I'm here.  I wish that my people would see just how Jewish being Messianic really is.





Z10	It means being part of the Body of Christ — the Kehila/the Church. A world wide body where there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile.  It means having particular obligations/responsibilities — specifically to be an example to Israel and the nations of the world, of a people who walk in holiness and have a relationship with the living God. And to verbally bring the message of salvation to Israel and all the nations of salvation through Yeshua.





Z12 	As a Messianic Jew, I am fulfilled and blessed to know that God has a purpose for my life and I long to fulfil the tasks He sets before me.





Z14 	A Jew following the most wonderful God who came to live here as the best and most faithful Jew ever lived, serving the God who made us a people and chose us as his own according to his word and the Holy Spirit.  We don't celebrate Christmas [that is a pagan feast with pagan symbols (tree, Santas and so on)].  We do read of his birth and sing (but we do that all the time).  Jesus was born a Jew, passed circumcision as a baby, lived as a Jew, was judged as a Jew and was buried according to Jewish tradition (I have the list of verses somewhere if you want).


	I am not a "Christian" as the Jews see it, but messianic. Saying you’re a Christian here (in Israel), would mean that we converted to a new religion.  That is not what we did. Being Messianic means we are more Jewish than ever.





X1 	To be a Messianic/Christian means fulfillment to me.  I always wanted to know the purpose to life...and until I came to believe in Jesus as my Messiah, is when I understood the meaning to life and the purpose God has for me.





X2 	To experience in my own life a far greater election than the first one, through God's gracious promise of a Remnant, according to His Covenantal faithfulness and sovereign choice, thus entering in God's first call to the Jewish people which He intended to be witness of His redemptive amazing love to mankind fulfilled in Yeshua.





W1 	To accept Yeshua as my Lord and Messiah, and identify with the people and mission of the body of Christ on earth, in expectation of being part of his heavenly kingdom.





3. In your identity as a Jewish believer, what is the area of greatest tension?





A2	To stay balanced and not go into either extreme, assimilationism or rabbinism.





A5 	I call myself a Messianic Jew.  I have very little rejection from the Jewish community unless I get overly aggressive.  The Christian community is often uncomfortable with my commitment to Judaism and the Jewish people.  I see my primary "community of reference" as the Jewish world, not the Christian world.  But my "greatest tension" is having to explain the difference between Messianic Judaism and Jewish missions, specifically [name(s) withheld].





A8 	In regard to my Jewish identity and Messianic identity, the area of greatest tension is figuring out what it means to maintain an authentic, culturally relevant Jewish identity while maintaining the centrality of a Messiah centered worldview.





A13	Discouragement that more of our people don't recognize Yeshua as the Messiah.





A15 	In my identity as a Jewish believer the greatest area of tension is with my parents who are very religious Jewish people.  After 23 years they still do not understand my faith and feel pain because of what I believe.





B3 	Living holy for God in a sin filled world.





B5 	Tension?  What tension?





B6 	Discerning to what extent my Jewish heritage impacts how I am to live out my faith in the New Covenant community. 





B7 	I find other Jewish believers to either think I am too Jewish or not Jewish enough.  I also am discouraged by how little thought Jewish believers give to the importance of living some kind of authentic and consistent Jewish identity for the sake of their witness and for the Jewish identity of their children (I am not saying here that this identity has to be Orthodox in nature, just authentic and consistent).





B13	Being a Jew loyal to the Jewish People has caused me some tension with my fellow Jews and especially my family because of my commitment to Christ.  I know the anguish and tension of Paul speaking in Romans 9:1-3 and Romans 10:1.  For the most part I am at peace with the church.  I shall forever be grateful to the church for the generous and loving way I was usually treated.  My disappointments with the church are what most sensitive Christians might feel whether they were Jews or Gentiles.  I always hoped that every church would be better than me.  I find that churches consist of people who are too much like me.  But over all I am surprised at the goodness I find in churches.  I am frequently disappointed in my fellow Jewish believers in Jesus because of unwarranted allegations of superior knowledge or superior piety.  I have seen Messianic (Christian) Jews treat one another shamefully.  Much of the pain I have endured from Christians has been from a few Jewish Christians whom I tried to befriend and uphold.  On the other hand perhaps I expected so much more from my fellow Jews in Christ than was possible. 


	But having said all of that the greatest tension I have had is with myself — trying to live up to the high calling we have in Jesus.  My tension is with myself more than with any other person.





B15 	I don't experience any tensions over being Jewish and a follower of Jesus.  I never did.  The question for me was never, is it Jewish to believe in Jesus, but is it true?  That's probably not typical, but it has been the case for me.





B17 	While the world, the flesh and the devil still attack, the area of my greatest tension with fellow Jewish believers lies with those who promote Messianic Judaism.  I am astonished at their overemphasis on Rabbinic form.  Why do they want to identify with rabbis who deny that we are still Jews and whose basic tenet is that Jesus is not our Messiah?  Why do they want to give the position of "rabbi" more stature than God gives to pastors?


	Why are they superimposing a liturgy which never existed before on unsuspecting and unknowing Jewish and Gentile believers and telling them that this is "Jewish"?


	Why are most of their followers NOT Jewish?  Why do those Jewish believers who know what synagogue life is really all about, shun this movement?


	I find the movement’s overemphasis on "being Jewish" a form of elitism and pride with serious cultish tendencies.


	It tends to sound like a different gospel from the one we have been commanded to preach to all who have ears to hear...to the Jew first, but also to the Gentile.





B18 	The lack of unity among believers which is destroying the testimony to the world, for if there were unity there could be a far more effective witness enabling more to hear the gospel and respond in faith.





B19 	Majoring on what is major.  Seeing myself as a Jewish believer in light of God's burden for the whole world.  We Jewish believers can get too myopic and put our whole focus on our own people and forget we are to be a light to the nations as well.





B20 	Various pressures from other Messianic Jews, American Gentile Christians and unsaved Jewish people to conform or measure up to their standard of what they believe is the right way to be Jewish or a Jewish believer in Jesus.  I see these as cross-cultural tensions within the Body of Christ and within the Jewish communities.





C3 	I find I have 3 areas of tension springing from the misconception of many who lump us all together: 


	1.   Individual gentiles who come running with questions about the Tabernacle, the 12 tribes, or where certain prophecies are in the 1st testament.  Yet, these same people have no interest in knowing the need of bringing the gospel to the Jewish people nor the Jewish roots of their faith.


	2.   I have problems with a number of ministries who have diminished their work to a "Dog and Pony" show for the gentile church, and leave the impression to the members that they were only there to pass the hat (often using guilt).  This only reinforces a cultural stereotype, and makes it even more difficult for the ministries who are truly doing God’s work and need help from these very churches.  It also seems that some Jews who do receive Messiah thought these ministries, often end up with an identity problem, and a chip on their shoulder against the church. 


	3.   The current (and often) state of the Messianic movement.  I, by choice, have distanced myself from the movement.  I found most in the movement to be too academically minded to identify with most people.  I sensed many had hostility towards the church.  And I watched as many jockeyed for position from which to be heard and become leaders in the movement.  These same men lead Messianic congregations, or lead messianic organizations, yet their congregations, and organizations did not possess a loving, nurturing, discipling environment in which a new Jewish believer could grow into maturity.





C5 	The area of greatest tension is desiring to live a Torah based life coupled with grace; and not having a community of believers who understand the Jewishness of the Gospel and Yahshua.





C7 	The more I learn of the Jewishness of this faith in Jesus, the more I see that synagogue and church should never have separated.  I pastor in the church and lead a Messianic Bible Study.  I live in two worlds at the same time.  In so doing I experience people who do not understand how being Jewish is part of my being a believer.  Some even resent any attempt to teach and preach the whole word of G-d.  Christians see me as a Jew.  Jewish people see me as a traitor.





D3 	The associations that I have with other Jewish people, whether it be within my own family, or those outside.  On my father's side, there were many rabbis, and I still encounter challenge.  My father's words to me were “I love you but I don't like you because of what you did with the faith.”





E1 	Not quite fitting in with the gentile church — which generally seems not to care about its Jewish roots which I love so deeply; and to be rejected by our Jewish people for what they consider "forsaking" of Judaism.  However, the comfort and strength I receive with Messiah more than makes up for it.





E2 	My family and friends.  They see me as a traitor to the Jewish people.  I don’t think they see me as Jewish anymore.  It's very hard to talk about anything that matters to me with them, because what matters to me most is my identity in Messiah. My whole life revolves around that, so there isn't very much to talk about with them.  It's very sad to me.  And I worry about their salvation.





E3 	The hatred and anger that is realized by other Jews in my faith.  Family members become hostile and distant, and friends no longer relate to you.  One of the saddest moments in my life as a believer was going into one of the Jewish bookstores on Devon Avenue and feeling like a complete outsider.  I felt that I had lost my commonality with these folks.





E4 	Other than the messianic community in the New England region (where there is a sharing, active community between 5 established, observant messianic synagogues), I miss and long for the sense of community among Jews of our kinds.  I love the fact that I worship with Jews and Gentiles alike, but miss the Judaic aspects...feel like I end up adding the cultural understandings to a largely non-Jewish but "Jewish-hearted" group...they are genuinely interested, but I honestly miss my kids growing up with established Hebrew school experiences and cultural jargon, etc...sounds silly and somewhat insignificant compared to the overall deeply spiritual aspects, but...you asked.  Again, the New England region has that...a richly, genuinely Jewish heritage complete with Torah scrolls being opened regularly, traditional prayers being recited, explained and understood, bar and bat-mitzvahs, mezuzah-hangings, brit milah's, etc, being practiced as routinely as in any other Jewish community.  My ideal, in essence, is this: I want the best of tradition blended with the deeper understanding...the significance...the "why" behind it....





E5 	Explaining and maintaining my identity (as a Jew) in spite of my family's objections.





Z2	I ain't got none.  I love being Jewish and encounter no tension in my identity as a Jew.





Z3 	None.





Z7 	To please God my Father, and not myself; to seek God's approval in living out the truth of the faith, and not man's.





Z8 	The truth is, I've never had any tension with myself being a Jewish believer.  The only tension has been with my parents not understanding my faith for the first 6-8 years.  After I was saved, the Holy Spirit made no doubt in my mind that I had done the right thing, so I've never experienced real personal tension.  I suppose Satan tries to plant seeds of doubt every once in a while, but they don't go very far.  Maybe my experience, being born in Israel and being from a religious background, has something to do with my security as a Jew.  But there simply has never been any tension about it.  Maybe I'm the exception, rather than the rule.





Z10 	Living among God's people who totally reject their Saviour and continue to harden their hearts against God.





Z12 	I have far less tension living as a Messianic Jew in Israel than I had in the Diaspora.  The personal rejection which came from my family has gradually changed to acceptance and even appreciation-though none are yet "born again."  I guess it doesn't hurt that we are so distanced from one another...distance really has made the heart grow fonder in my case.  I am not moved by anti-Messianic sentiment which I read about in the newspapers... having been threatened and spat at by Religious Jews has strengthened me, though it has been very seldom...Amongst the mostly secular population in (name of town), I am accepted, and I personally feel no tension.





Z14 	Tension comes from the great lie of "Jesus is not for Jews"; or "he was born a Jew but He converted to Christianity," and other lies like that as I said before.





X1 	The greatest area of tension being a Jewish believer, when I first became a believer was my family, since I was the only one who believed.  Now 31 years later, the biggest tension is from the Jewish community here in Mexico City; it is very closed and very against believing in the Messiah Jesus.


X2 	The attempt from many Christians to willingly deny the particular roots of my Jewish identity (thereby denying their own spiritual linkage) in order to subtly erase it on the pretext that "there are no longer Jews nor Greeks," regardless of God's clear intention in calling a Remnant throughout all Church history to be grafted back in its own tree, demonstrating His irrevocable call.





W1 	The war between the flesh and the Spirit.  But in a social context, combining boldness and sensitivity as I interact between both communities of faith in a variety of personal, familial and social relationships.





[NOTE:  Responses are shown as they were received, in entirety.  The only corrections made to the text were in format and occasional misspellings.  Identifying details were omitted as noted in the text.  The author wishes to thank each one who responded.]
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