Jewish Evangelism in my Area – Main Obstacles and my Joy

Magnus Riska 

I am crazy about running. Some people have sometimes emphasized the word crazy as I would stress the running. However, this is also a good thing, believe it or not. During our years in Israel my hobby put me in contact with Israelis that I would not have met otherwise. In addition to that, there is more than one sermon that has been created on a refreshing tour outside.

Some days before I wrote this address, I was out on my weekly long run. Wondering what I should write about, I remembered the headline as “Jewish Evangelism – my pain and my joy”. Then, back in the coldish month of March, I was reminded about that I actually inherited this task to speak  from our friend Pirkko Säilä. So I thought that as I accepted to do this, it turned into my pain but to her joy!


Allow me to read to you two verses from the Gospel of Matthew: 28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt 11:28-29, NIV). 


This is a part of the text for the first Sermon that was preached in June 1904 in Immanuel Church, Jaffa. Now, I believe that these words by Jesus need to be the foundation of my joy in many things that I do, also in evangelism. I am not saying that we should not rejoice when the Lord opens hearts of people to the Gospel and as He gives us success in evangelism. But, if my joy relies on success, it would turn my life into a roller coaster. By the way, my life is often like a roller coaster – but then it would be like that even more!


The passage from Scripture I quoted is also important as we take a closer look at the obstacles. I think that I know something about them also, as my family and I have had the opportunity to live and work in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv for five years together with their ups and downs. Since the Jewish population in Finland is only about 1300 my perspective will be focused on Israel and not on Finland. You need to have a special blessing and calling to get into a small community like that. As we are speaking about Finland, you may  want to know that there is a very small group of Messianic Jews here also, and they certainly need your prayers.

We all know what the well-organized, religious anti-missionary groups are capable to do in Israel. However, the main obstacle right now as I see it – and that is from an expatriate’s point of view – is the Ministry of Interior in Israel. As you may understand, I am talking about  the difficulties you experience in applying for a Visa and when you by God’s grace maybe get one... This is a major complication for those who have a calling to minister in Israel. But also here we need to be aware of the solution – there is only one way forward and that is well described in the Latin saying ora et labora. To pray and work and preferredly to do it in that order.  


When the German pastor addressed his congregation for the first time in the Immanuel Church, he pointed out that it should be an open Church. The Small White Church, as it also was called, has indeed been open during most of the decades since its opening. The Lord draws thou-sands of secular Jews into that place every year. In 2001 we counted more than 5000, who came to listen to live organ-music and to learn more about the history of this Church.


Make no mistake about this, the staff certainly uses this opportunity to at least pre-evangelize the audience. In the front of the Immanuel Church you have John 3:16 written in gilded Hebrew letters. Moreover, the Church windows, adorned with biblical motives, make it easy to present the Gospel in a nutshell. The fruits of this work is certainly only in the hands of God and the Glory should be given to Him alone. Our duty is to stay close to the Lord and to thank Him, when He pleases to use us for His purposes. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
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