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Hermann Warszawiak is not well known even to many in the field of Jewish 

evangelism.  But he is a good candidate for being called the father of Jewish missions in the United States, since he was instrumental in Leopold Cohn's coming to faith in Jesus. Cohn, of course, went on to found what became the American Board of Missions to the Jews, through which organization any number of current missions and missionaries can trace their descent.


In my first report, I gave an overview of Warszawiak's story, which is fascinating both because it is tragic and because much of it is shrouded in mystery.  Born in Warsaw in 1864, he came to faith in Jesus through Daniel Edward of the Free Church of Scotland about 1889.  He preached an exuberant sermon at his baptism, having invited the Jewish community round about to attend. As his non-believing family were soon at his heels, he removed to Scotland for training and from there to New York City.  Within a month he had joined the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church and was employed by the New York City Mission & Tract Society as their missionary to the Jews. By year's end, he had held 152 public meetings attended by 8000 Jewish listeners, held 46 public discussions, distributed 25,000 tracts, and seen 24 Jewish decisions, according to the statistics published at that time.


The newspapers picked up on all this, and it was admitted by friends and enemies alike that Warszawiak packed out the facilities when he preached.  Joseph Hoffman Cohn, son of Leopold, gave a colorful overview of Warszawiak's showman-like style, including his use of a live lamb to demonstrate the need for a sacrifice (no, he did not kill the lamb during his message!).  He opened a "Home for Persecuted Christian Jews and Enquirers."  He planned to raise money to build "Christ's Synagogue" which would seat 3,000, since the current facilities were too small to house all who wanted to attend. By all counts, Warszawiak had a "successful" mission.  

Yet by the end of 1894, the New York City Mission Society severed all ties with him.  He went independent, continuing to preach and showing every sign of being creative, energetic, and committed to the work. By 1896, Warszawiak was on trial in the Presbyterian Church on charges of gambling.  He was found guilty and dismissed from the Fifth Avenue congregation.  (This "scandal," if anything, is what history has largely known Warszawiak for.) His pastor, John Hall, remained steadfastly loyal as did a few others.  Mostly, his support dried up and he ended up in bankruptcy.  Anti-missionary agitation was a big part of the case against him.  Affidavits flew fast and swift, the newspapers covered the trial blow by blow, the Fifth Avenue Church saw resignations happening as this one and that one took one side or the other.  By 1900, he had had his name cleared by the Presbyterian Church, but at the cost of his reputation, support, and health.


Then it gets strange.  By 1904, Warszawiak was employed by the church of John Alexander Dowie, who besides founding the town of Zion, Illinois, proclaimed himself the "Third Elijah" and held rallies around the country. Nine months later, Warszawiak was dismissed by them as well on the grounds of fraud. Joseph Hoffman Cohn recounts that on account of financial need and health—for he was by now suffering from tuberculosis—he ended up employed by the Guggenheim Brothers as manager of a silver mine in Colorado.  Cohn also tells us—this is the part I referred to as "shrouded in mystery"—that Warszawiak changed the family name, never more to appear as Warszawiak in any city phone directory.  And that, except for an occasional news article indicating that he worked in real estate—his employer also embroiled in scandal—is the last we hear of Hermann Warszawiak.


However, in the past year I have been able to discover additional details.  A passenger list for 1915 lists "Hermann Warszawiak," age 50, of 1760 Jerome Avenue, New York NY (the Bronx had not yet become an independent borough).  And this several years after his name had already been changed!  Now, it is known that Warszawiak had children: two daughters in Poland, a son Hermann Paul born in New York in 1894, and (this information from a census) a second son Jack born in 1907. A perusal of the New York phone books of the time then yielded "H. Paul Warwick" of 1760 Jerome Avenue—and the riddle was solved!  Warszawiak became Warwick—but then what?


My explorations took me through several decades of censuses, phone directories, and Social Security applications. In those days, the phone books listed a lot more information than they do now, and they indicated that H. Paul Warwick was employed by an advertising firm called "Cecil Warwick & Cecil."  As it turns out, that firm, far from being a small operation, ended up as one of the major advertising firms in the United States, with six different names over the course of 80 years, with clients ranging from Seagram to Pabst and many others. The co-founder was "the younger brother" of H. Paul, J. R. The firm finally closed just a few years ago. Through contact with one of the last partners, I was able to contact the apparent grandson of Hermann Warszawiak, who had also been closely associated with the company. As this paper will appear publicly on the Internet, I will not reveal his name or location.  However, I will say that he maintained to me that his grandfather was named Harry Paul Warwick and lived in Leeds or Birmingham England all his life, never having left, and ran a pub known as "Big Harry's Tavern."


Yet by every indication I am sure I have the right family.  Of course, H. Paul would have only been 10 at the time his father worked for Dowie, while by the time Jack was born Warszawiak had long ceased to be a missionary.  It is possible that they knew nothing of their father's past.  It is possible that Warszawiak did move to England and ran a pub, or that the story was made up.  It is possible indeed, that Warszawiak was either a victim of injustice or of his own ethical lapses that he did not recognize, or both.  In short, there is a lot we would still like to know about Hermann Warszawiak, and it is certainly possible that more will come to light as there are yet many routes of historical research to pursue. At all events, Warszawiak ought to be much better known than he currently is.

For my first paper on this subject, with many more details, see:
http://www.lcje.net/papers/2003/robinson.doc
Appendix: Photos and Illustrations
Additional photographs and illustrations will be found in my first paper referenced above. In Microsoft Word, use the "Zoom" feature under the "View" menu to enlarge the pictures.
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Figure 1. Illustration from booklet, “Special Report on the Jewish Work,” New York City Mission and Tract Society, 1892.
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 Figure 2. Home for Persecuted Christian Jews and Enquirers, 

65 Avenue D, ca. 1892.
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Figure 3.Close-up of photo above.  Warszawiak is third from the left, with his hand on the shoulder of (I believe) "Mr. Cruickshank," who with his wife was caretaker of the home.

