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In first place, I want to convey my greetings to all attending the LCJE in Toronto. For reasons beyond my control it wasn’t possible this time for me to be there with you. My thoughts and prayers are with you asking for God’s presence in your midst as you discuss matters pertaining to His Kingdom and His Chosen People.

After our last conference in Helsinki, I was asked to assist in coordinating the LCJE activities in South America. I accepted based on the fact that I was born there and I have spent over two decades of my ministry developing Jewish outreaches in Latin America, more precisely in Argentina, wherein resides the largest Jewish community of the Southern Hemisphere. Also, as Executive Secretary of the International Messianic Jewish Alliance, I maintain contacts with most Jewish believers in over 23 Latin American countries, most of which I visit personally once a year.

At our previous LCJE-NA conferences in Florida and Texas, I realized the need to coordinate with the various ministries working in Latin America.  I have knowledge of 18 Jewish missions and 32 national ministries presently working in Latin America. Nevertheless, the one overriding factor is the lack of cooperation among these various ministries. This is the corollary of different factors. Sometimes this lack of cooperation is based on theological and doctrinal differences. A case in point in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where the six existing ministries active there do not share any type of activity because one is seen as “charismatic” while the other is seen as “liberal.”  A joint meeting I planned there three years ago failed because “charismatic” and “liberals” would not meet in the same room.  In other places, they see the need to be part of a forum such as the one that LCJE can provide, but, as it’s the case in Argentina, distance and costs impede the setting up of a meeting or conference. 

Since assuming the role of coordinator for South America just a few months ago, I maintain as much contact as I can with those involved in Jewish evangelism, regardless of denomination or affiliation.  This past November I had the opportunity to travel to Buenos Aires, home of the largest number of Jewish outreaches in Latin America and home to the most numerous and influential Jewish community in the Southern Hemisphere, I discussed with the local leaders the possibility of having a LCJE gathering, and they are very enthusiastic with the idea. Nevertheless, when the issue of travel expenses and other related costs comes up, we realize that the lack of financial assistance from LCJE is what blocks this from becoming a reality.

In lieu of a conference, I try to maintain personal contact with those involved in Jewish evangelism. I have met with many of them as I visit the various countries as part as my IMJA position.  Perhaps the time will come when we will be able to set up a meaningful LCJE-LA conference. I pray that it will be sooner rather than later. There is an urgent need to come together as brothers and sisters in the Messiah. There is so much we can share and learn from each other. I pray that under God’s guidance we will find the way and the means to sponsor a LCJE conference in Argentina.  Such a conference will allow ministries in neighboring countries like Brazil and Uruguay to be part of it. I would like to see that this future conference does not attract only those who can afford it, but those whose work in Jewish evangelisms is important. 

I am excited over the number of national Jewish believers that are now taking the leadership of Jewish ministries in Latin America; men like Elias Habif in Mexico City and Ricardo Chemi in Buenos Aires. Although through their particular organizations they maintain in contact with Jewish evangelism world-wide, they lack the blessing of getting together with other leaders at a national level. The LCJE can and should provide such a forum.

Meanwhile, I will continue bringing the LCJE vision to the many ministries in Latin America through my personal contacts and visits, in the hope that in the near future we will have a LCJE-Latin American conference.

Your brother in Yeshua,

David Sedaca 

