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FOR LCJE MEETING, MARCH 7, 2005
Messianic Judaism Is Not Christianity.
 Before I speak about my book, I’d like to get an idea of how many of you have actually read it. May I see your hands? ----- I urge those of you who have not yet read it, to read it, because there is no way I can present its entire contents to you in the brief time we have together this morning. 
The next 50 minutes will be divided into two parts. First I will talk about my book for about 25 minutes. And then, I’ll do my best to answer your questions and listen to your comments.

In my 25 minutes, I want to briefly touch on 8 things:
1. Explain the title of the book.

2. Present to you my purposes for writing this book.

3. Emphasize for you the contrast between Jewish culture and rabbinic Judaism.

4. Consider the focus of Messianic Judaism

5. Evaluate the effectiveness of Messianic Judaism in reaching Jewish believers.

6. Stress for you God’s will that we Jewish and Gentile believers serve Him as One New Man.:

7. Point out the dangers of a divided heart.

And finally:


8.  Pose some very serious questions for us all to consider.

That’s an awful lot to accomplish in 25 minutes, but that and much, much more is considered in my book.

SINCE MANY OF YOU HAVE NOT YET READ MY BOOK,

I’d like to make FOUR opening comments about it...
#1. The working title of the first draft of my new book was One New Man. 

When a friend of mine read that first draft, he suggested that I change the title to read: “Messianic Judaism Is Not Christianity.”
I was stunned by his suggestion. I thought that the title was too harsh…. too black and white. I was afraid it would offend my brothers and sisters in the Messianic Movement.

When I shared my concerns with him, he said: “Oh No, Stan, that isn’t what you are saying. That is what many in the movement say about themselves.

As I thought about it, I realized that that is what many are saying about themselves… and so I modified the title to read: “Some Messianic Jews say MESSIANIC JUDAISM IS NOT CHRISTIANITY…. A loving call to unity.”

#2. The second point I want to make is this: “While I am a missionary with Jews for Jesus, in this book, I am not speaking for Jews for Jesus.  The opinions expressed in this book are mine and should not be construed to be the opinions of Jews for Jesus.

#3 The third point I want to emphasize is that this book is not focused on all Messianic Congregations. I am certain that there are many such congregations which are scripturally sound and well balanced in their practice. 
The focus of my book is upon what is happening in Messianic Judaism and how it is dividing the Church.

#4. And now for my fourth comment: “Two thousand years ago, the Jewish believers who were at the Jerusalem Council meeting described in Acts 15, asked an important question. “What must Gentiles do in order to become followers of Jesus, the Jewish Messiah?”


Today, two thousand years later, the opposite question is being asked: “What must Jewish people do in order to become followers of Jesus, the Jewish Messiah?????”

EARLY IN MY BOOK I ASK 26 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS. Here are just 12 of them: 
1. Are we Jews who have accepted the Messiah “Jewish Christians” or “Messianic Jews”? And is there any difference between the two.

2. Should we Jewish believers restrict ourselves to attending Messianic synagogues or may we attend churches?
3. In what way does my “Jewishness” really matter to God? 
What about your “Gentileness”?
4. Are Jewish believers somehow more “special” to the Father than Gentile believers?

5. Should Jewish believers who attend Messianic synagogues separate themselves from Jewish believers who attend churches?

6. Should Gentile believers in Messianic synagogues convert to Judaism?

7. Should Gentile believers in Messianic Synagogues call themselves Messianic Jews?

8. May Gentile leaders in Messianic synagogues proclaim themselves to be rabbis?

9. Is Messianic Judaism effective in reaching the Jewish people for our Messiah?

10. What is the response of traditional Judaism to Messianic Judaism?

11. Are we permitted to “test the spirit” of what we see in Messianic Judaism?

And now for the most important question of all:

12.  Are the teachings and practices within Messianic Judaism consistent with God’s Word?

INTERESTING QUESTIONS AREN’T THEY?

LET ME NOW LIST FOR YOU MY THREE PURPOSES FOR WRITING THIS BOOK:

First: It was-and still is --my hope that the LEADERS within Messianic Judaism will accept my challenge to question some of the teachings and practices of the movement in the light of God’s Word.

My second purpose for writing the book was to address those who are involved with Messianic Judaism. They need to ask themselves the questions I pose in this book and test the spirit of what they are being taught and encouraged to do.
And my third purpose for writing was to speak to pastors and church leaders everywhere who need to understand the nature of the crisis that is emerging within Messianic Judaism. 

NOW TO THE CONTENT OF MY BOOK:
As you know, Jesus used parables to bring out truths He wanted His disciples to learn.

Rather than speak in my own voice, early in the book, I chose to present testimonies from both Gentile and Jewish believers to illustrate some of emerging problems within Messianic Judaism and how it is both confusing and dividing the Church.

In the Fourth Chapter of my book I briefly trace the evolution of the Messianic Movement over the decades.

 As you surely know, originally its purpose was evangelistic. It sought to create a comfortable environment for Jewish people who did not know the Lord to hear the gospel

It also wanted to create a place where Jewish believers would feel comfortable and have fellowship with one another.

Among the points I stressed was that in the 1880’s and early 1900’s the majority of Jewish people were observant and were quite comfortable in a synagogal environment.  But by the 1970’s the overwhelming majority of Jews in America were secular and did not attend synagogues.
We are told that 85% of the people in Israel are secular. The percentage may be higher in the United States.

NOW LET ME CLEARLY STATE THIS: THERE ARE THE JEWISH PEOPLE….AND THERE IS THE JEWISH CULTURE… AND THEN THERE IS THE JEWISH RELIGION.

THEY ARE NOT THE SAME THING. AND TODAY MOST JEWISH PEOPLE ARE NOT SERIOUSLY INVOLVED WITH THE JEWISH RELIGION!

Nevertheless, about the year 1975 the mission of the Messianic Movement changed. Its priority would now be to establish Messianic synagogues and create a movement to be known as Messianic Judaism.

It was hoped that stressing synagogue life with its rabbinic form would demonstrate to the Jewish community that Jewish believers in Jesus were still Jews.

And it was hoped that more Jewish people would be attracted to the movement.

WE HAVE HEARD IT SAID THAT THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN THE EATING. 

As we review the past 30 years, we see that neither of those objectives 
has been achieved!

Indeed: One of the most amazing and interesting facts about how Messianic Judaism has evolved over the past 30 years is that it has changed its focus. 

Instead of focusing outward --on reaching out to unsaved Jewish people with the gospel and creating a fellowship for Jewish believers, 
Its primary focus is INWARD…. and its appeal is primarily to Gentiles -- NOT JEWS!!!
Some say that on the average, fewer than 15% of the members of these Messianic Synagogues are Jewish. The other 85% are Gentiles.

Why is that? 
Why don’t more Jewish believers want to be involved in Messianic Judaism?
Why aren’t unbelieving Jewish people attracted to Messianic Judaism?

These seem to be questions that those within Messianic Judaism are not addressing sufficiently.

NOW LET ME TRANSITION TO ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PARTS OF MY BOOK:

IN MY SEVENTH CHAPTER I fully explore the teaching of 2 Corinthians 5:17 that we are now NEW CREATIONS … unlike any Jewish people or Gentile people who have ever lived before.

This chapter also discusses Ephesians 2 which declares that it is God’s will that we Jewish believers and Gentile believers are to serve Him as One New Man. 

Indeed, the overarching message of my book is that God wants us to serve Him as One New Man.

But that doesn’t mean that we Jewish believers stop being Jews… any more than Danish believers stop being Danes or Greek people stop being Greek when they are saved.  

And the point I emphasize is that: 
Any OVEREMPHASIS by men on ethnicity, or on a particular worldly heritage or on a day of worship – or specific form of worship --which causes us to be divided – is contrary to the will of God
Surely you will agree that division and discouragement are two of the most powerful tools the evil one uses to keep God’s will from being done.
Surely you understand that there is no place in Scripture where God directs us Jews to prove our “Jewishness.” And there is certainly no place in Scripture where He directs Gentiles to prove their “Jewishness.”
Instead, God’s Word teaches us that each and every one of us who are disciples of Messiah Yeshua – Jews and Gentiles alike – are NEW CREATIONS SUCH AS NEVER EXISTED BEFORE.


THOUGH WE HAVE DIFFERENT RACIAL, CULTURAL AND ETHNIC ROOTS, WE ARE NOW CALLED TO ONE BODY, ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE PURPOSE AND ONE HOPE.

God’s makes no distinction between us whether we are black or yellow or white or brown or red or tall or short or skinny or fat or Jews or Gentiles!
And if God makes no distinction between us, we should not make any either.
Despite these Biblical truths, endless discussions are still going on within Messianic Judaism about two questions:
How are we to live our lives as Jewish believers?

And how are we to prove that even though we believe in Jesus, we are still Jewish?

Now hear me carefully:  In my book, I stress that these are the wrong questions!

The right questions would have been:

1. “How can we more effectively become the people Yeshua wants us to be.” And …

2. “How can we more effectively do the work He wants us to do?

God never declared that our purpose was to please men – or to please the Jewish community -- or even to please ourselves! 
We are to please God.

-- We are to BE who GOD says we are.

-- And we are to live our lives in accordance with His Word.

Jesus never compromised truth. 

He was not concerned about what the Jewish community or the Jewish leadership thought. He was concerned exclusively with God’s concerns… with what God decreed in His Word.

And we who believe --Jews and Gentiles alike -- are to have the same concerns.

We are to be increasingly transformed into His image.

And as His Ambassadors and witnesses we are to exhibit His righteousness and manifest and exhibit His character to all who have eyes to see.

But the INWARD FOCUS of Messianic Judaism does not follow God’s clear instructions.

Where the original emphasis of the movement was to share the Gospel with Jewish people, -- the present purpose appears to be the protection of their now enshrined and institutionalized doctrines and practices.

I submit to you that God does not want us to enshrine and institutionalize our doctrines and practices. 
That is precisely what Jesus spoke against in Matthew 23 when he challenged the Pharisees who were enshrining and institutionalizing their doctrines and practices. 

And God does not want us to look to the changing philosophies of men. He wants us to look to His unchanging Word for our direction and our practices.

He wants us to see ourselves the way He sees us.
He wants us to see ourselves as one new man who has been called to reveal His love and His character as we share His Gospel with all who have ears to hear… to the Jew first and also to the Gentile.

But this does not mean that we Jewish believers must no longer live as Jews. 
We are not to be prohibited from CULTURALLY identifying ourselves as Jews. 
And we most certainly are not to forget our Jewish heritage and culture – any more than a Greek who gets saved is to forget his culture --  or a Korean is to forget his culture.
None of us should be opposed to any ethnic group of people articulating its social, moral and cultural heritage. We do not turn our backs on who God made us to be -- when we are saved.

BUT WE ARE NOT TO WORSHIP OUR HERITAGE!

 WE ARE TO WORSHIP THE LORD!!!.
IN THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER OF MY BOOK, I STRESS WHAT THE CHURCH NEEDS TO DO TO BE MORE WELCOMING TO JEWISH PEOPLE AND WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH US.

And I want to stress for you that the Church is not an organization or a movement!

The Church is an ORGANISM -- made up Jewish and Gentile followers of Messiah Jesus – who have been commanded to obey the Great Commission

PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT CHAPTER OF MY BOOK IS THE TWELFTH AND LAST CHAPTER IN WHICH I POINT OUT THE DANGERS OF A DIVIDED HEART.  AND WE SEE ASPECTS OF A DIVIDED HEART AS WE SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING IN MESSIANIC JUDAISM!
More and more emphasis is being placed on wearing yarmulkes and tallesim and tsitsis …on the Torah service … on singing in Hebrew…on keeping kosher… and IMITATING MORE AND MORE RABBINIC FORM 
And before you know it -- the divided heart becomes manifest -- as these things are spoken of more than we speak of Yeshua  -- and WHO He has commanded us to BE and WHAT He has commanded us to DO!

In my book, I stress that Messianic Judaism’s emphasis on following rabbinic form is dividing the body and detracting from the clear teaching of God’s Word.

And while I know that almost all leaders within Messianic Judaism would insist that salvation is solely by faith through God’s grace, the actions and attitudes of their primarily Gentile followers -- and some of their leaders -- seem to indicate a belief that if Jewish people are really saved and want to remain Jewish they should belong to Messianic synagogues and follow rabbinic form.
In view of all of that we have considered I call upon my Jewish brethren in the faith who gather in their separate congregations to renew their commitment to the truth and supreme authority of Scripture and to reaffirm:

1. That the Father, Son and Spirit are fully equal in their Deity.

2. That the Mosaic Covenant was “our schoolmaster to lead us to Messiah.” Now that He has come we are “no longer under the schoolmaster.” (See Galatians 3:24-25)

3. That being Jewish or maintaining Jewish customs in no way promotes spirituality, holiness or proximity to God’

4. That the Body of the Lord is one -- in which Jews and Gentiles, members of all and any race, are united by God’s design -- and are not to be divided.

I close now with four challenges I pose to those who are involved in Messianic Judaism:

First: Recognize the tremendous difference that exists between Jewish culture and rabbinic form… and end your emphasis on rabbinic form.

Second: Recognize that while Messianic congregations can be a bridge between the synagogue and the Church, no one builds a home on a bridge.
Third: Recognize that it is God’s will that together we Jewish and we Gentile believers are to serve Him as one new man. There is to be One Church – AND WE -- TOGETHER -- ARE THE CHURCH!
Fourth:  We must all recognize that Satan still wants to keep the Gospel from the Jewish people…even as he wants to destroy us. 
As he continues these two objectives… he is also focusing on Jewish believers. He is determined to divide us -- in order to keep us from doing God’s will.
We must not allow ourselves to be used by the evil one to keep Gods will from being done
Amen?
