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Good afternoon, honored guests and members of the Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism. It is my distinct honor to speak with you this afternoon and later on this evening. For the past two and a half years, I have had the privilege of serving as the Executive Chair of the larger Lausanne Committee, and have had the tremendous opportunity to meet with evangelical ministry leaders from all around the globe – from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, North America, and Australia/Oceania, all of whom are committed to the cause of world evangelization. 

This afternoon I would like to focus our gaze upon what is happening in the world around us today, the widescreen panoramic perspective, and understanding our part in it by studying Christ’s response to the world in which he lived. Then tomorrow evening I would like to focus our eyes on what is then our specific call and duty in the midst our broken world. 

These are indeed exciting times, our times, and the world is constantly changing at the blink of an eye. Great advances in travel, communications, and a technology increasingly make our world smaller, faster, and interconnected. Man continues to strive for glory, fame, and power in his insatiable lust for the illusion of success and happiness. Despite the Biblical example of Babel, man continues to attempt outbuilding each other to have “the tallest building in the world,” such as the current plans to erect the newest tallest building in the world in Chicago, Illinois. And despite the fact that the United States is one of the wealthiest nations in the world, consuming over one-fourth of all the world resources, it is ranked only 24th in the world in terms of people’s happiness and satisfaction in life. 

At the same time, the huge disparity between the have’s and the have-not’s increasingly get wider and wider, and the poor of the world are suffering greater and greater. Not only are they unable to have access to such advancements, but they are unprotected and exploited – the ultimate price of progress in the global market, for the hope of others to more comfortable, or moreover, to gain a legacy and a place in history. 

As we look around our world today, the church is increasingly fragmented at the same time that the world is being increasingly globalized and plagued with global issues. Additionally, many younger leaders are being influenced by the notion that in order to be successful one must operate in a zero-sum business-model and mindset. This, unfortunately, is not are legacies are made, nor history. Neither are these the ideals modeled by Christ. 

As history teaches us, history is created in the stories of a people – the telling, and the retelling of their stories, keeping it fresh and anew in the memories of people from generation to generation. No people know this more markedly than the Jewish people, not only from the tradition of oral history and scripture memorization and recitation, to the tragic events of the 20th century. History is created in the telling and retelling of our stories. 

Recently, I was at lunch with my administrative team, and we were recalling and retelling where we were at major historical moments – from the assassination of John F. Kennedy, the explosion of the American space shuttle Challenger, to the deaths of Princess Diana and Mother Theresa. What struck me was that those moments were engraved in our memories as we mourned the death of a great leader or a great symbol of the hope of humanity, and they were reinforced into our historical memory as we retold these stories. 

This is what must have happened to the Jesus’ disciples in the days following his death and resurrection. And the story of Christ as told to the Nation and to the nations is not just great, but so much greater as he is not dead, but overcame death. He was not just the hero of one Nation, but of all nations, the hope of the world. 

It is in the midst of a suffering world did Christ enter into the world and speak into it. His message is the message we are called to carry and to bear witness. And in the midst of such constant change, there is a constant call. We, like the men of Issachar, are called to understand our times and to speak into our world. 

And what is the message of Christ? How is his story told? And why is his story different from all others? Although there many witnesses as shown throughout the gospels and the epistles, Jesus’ own testimony is most revealing. 

In his own time, Jesus’ people were suffering under the cruelties of Roman imperial oppression. This was after centuries of constant invasion from neighboring countries, exile, and captivity. In fact, the passage Jesus pronounced regarding himself was written at a time of great aggression and oppression of Assyrian kings whose dreams of empire led them to uproot and transplant entire populations, as well as ruthlessly punishing any signs of rebellion with prompt and disturbing repercussions. This was a people well acquainted with pain, poverty, and suffering. 

Centuries later in his own time, Jesus declared in the temple the messianic prophecy of Isaiah 61.1-2 as fulfilled in their midst: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recover of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year o the Lord’s favor.” This was the gospel as shared by Jesus to his people, the Jewish people. As your last LOP indicated, this was the very start of world evangelization. His is the message of redemption, of the reclamation and restoration of man from a broken and dying world into life-giving relationship with the Father. 

How desperately needed is his word to our world today? 

It is now widely held, thanks to the work of scholars such as Dana Robert and Philip Jenkins, that Christianity is growing most dramatically in the global South. Moreover, as Todd Johnson and Sun Young Chung have indicated,1 the center of gravity of global Christianity has been over the last century moving to the South. The average world Christian no longer looks like a middle class, middle-aged, Caucasian North American male from a mainline denomination. Today, on the contrary, the average world Christian looks more like a subsisting 18-year-old African female from an independent charismatic denomination. 

It is also in the global South where there is the highest concentration of the poor. The dramatic shift from the North to the South is tremendous in terms of population, however it remains dramatically uneven in terms of resources. Much of the financial, educational, and technological resources continue to reside in the North although the demographic resources have shifted South. In light of this disequilibrium, Lausanne is committed to finding a new equilibrium where North and South may interact with each other synergistically on the basis of shared calling, vision, need, resources, and mutual respect. 

It is because of this growing need to speak understand and speak prophetically in the midst of this seismic shift that the Theology Working Group convened its consultation in Kenya this past February under the leadership of Dr. Chris Wright. “Following Jesus in Our Broken World” focused on the demands of incarnational ministry and the prophetic role of the church not only to bring the good news of the Gospel but also to embody the good news of the gospel. The group met to study six main themes of which half of them dealt directly with the problems of suffering, poverty, violence and the other half with the imprisonment of the mind to pluralism, postmodernity, ethnicity/nationalism. From the unspeak​able violence in Darfur, the extreme poverty experienced by urban poor, to the suffering of orphans in Africa brought on by the devastation of AIDS, we must continue to grapple with the hardest issues of our day and speak prophetically Jesus’ message of redemption and healing to our broken world. 

Jesus said that he not only came to preach good news to the poor, but to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and release the oppressed. Today, Christians are in danger now more than ever. Persecution of Christians around the world has not lessened but increased over the centuries, and in recent times as illustrated by the recent killing of Christian missionaries in Turkey, as well as events in my last trip to China as Christian workers had their passports taken away and live under constantly uncertain conditions. 

As we look at the world around us, it is indeed a very broken world – rife with abject poverty, disease, AIDS, ethnic violence, war, systematic violence, random violence as seen by the tragic shootings at Virginia Tech University, and a whole host other ills of the world. However, though this may be our world, this is not our legacy. 

Our hope lies in the powerful legacy of Jesus Christ, who came, anointed in the power of the Spirit of the Lord to preach good news to the poor, the brokenhearted, the prisoners, the blind, and the oppressed 

� – to the Jewish people first, and to the world. He identified himself as the Servant and Messianic King inaugurating his blessings to come with his reign. With the coming of Jesus, the Lord promises justice, comfort to all who mourn, beauty and gladness instead of ashes, and praise 

� – “for the display of his splendor (v.3).” He promises hope for life, healing, and glory…divine splendor. 

This is the story Jesus speaks of himself. This was his mission and it is his accomplishment on the cross and through this resurrection. And there is more to come, as Jesus purposefully omitted the words the day of vengeance (Lk. 4.19-20) alluding to what is surely to come. 

This is the story we have to tell and the legacy we have to give. We do not have to offer what the world has to give, but what we have is that which is divine. 

Although the world we live in is changing, our commitment as Christians and as supporters of Lausanne remains the same --to bring the whole Church to bring the whole Gospel to the whole world. The only difference now is in our understanding of the composition of the whole church and the whole world in our time. 

At the very first Lausanne Congress, Billy Graham spoke about “the Spirit of Lausanne.” He spoke of it as “koinonia with a purpose” – to move forward, encourage, challenge, to bring hope to world in need of healing, redemption, justice and life. 

As truth is experienced and communicated through proposition, presence, and praxis, our ecclesiology and incarnational practices must be further developed to be more reflective of Jesus Christ and as he saw his mission to the world. We must more effectively and persuasively be both bearers and communicators of the Truth, the Good News of the Gospel, to our suffering world. This is both our challenge and our greatest hope to be the witnesses God has called us to be and thereby further the cause of Christ in world evangelization. 
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