All I knew was that I had found the Lord 

David Loden, Pastor, Beit Asaph Messianic Congregation, Netanya, Israel 
The subject of reaching people for the Lord fascinates me, especially since I have for the last thirty years been a pastor in Israel and perhaps because of my background as a communicator (I have been an artist; composer, actor, singer, etc., for all my life.) Since receiving Yeshua as my Messiah in 1969, I have been involved in evangelism of some sort or another. When I came to faith I was living with my wife Lisa in the middle of a forest in a national park in the state of Washington. I had heard the Good News numerous times from street preachers in New York, from the media and from excited new believers. It was only when I saw the Gospel consistently lived in the life of someone that I was confronted with the reality of the Faith and the need to make spiritual choices. This began a period of questioning in which I was finally led by this exemplary person to choose the Messiah for myself. 

My first reaction to having accepted the Lord in my life was to wade the Soleduc River to get to highway 101. From there I would hitchhike to Port Angeles, a distance of perhaps 70 kilometers. My purpose was to testify and preach the Gospel to whoever was in the car. When I arrived at my destination, I would simply thank the man and turn around and hitchhike back again, doing the same thing. The majority of vehicles on that highway were logging trucks, and quite a number of those drivers were hostage for an hour and a half to this strange hippie raving on about his new​found faith. I knew nothing about evangelism and strategizing. All I knew was that I had found the Lord. I was sure that people simply needed to hear about my experiences and they would then naturally accept the Gospel. Needless to say, most didn’t, but the conversations with them were always stimulating. I had started to learn something. I had begun to be aware that every preaching of the Word produces some fruit in that it confronted people with the need to choose. 
Several memories of those early years remain. One of the most vivid is how the Word of God was received by the hippie community, and also by the “straight” population. Our “community” (not really a commune, since we were all living miles apart in the woods) was sharply split down the middle by our testimony of Yeshua. Half were incensed that we would join the “Christian Establishment” (a strong pejorative expression in that world), and the other half were strongly drawn by the love of the Messiah and many came to faith. (Incidentally, although an inordinately large proportion of the hippie community was Jewish, the Gospel never seemed to be a problem to them in the same manner that it is a problem to most “normal” Jewish people.) 

The normal citizens of the area thought us to be quite quaint. As they began to see a revival happening before their eyes they were bewildered at first. The little church which was our first place of fellowship was composed mostly of people in the logging industry, and our testimonies were deeply challenging to them. After a somewhat rocky start, we were received into their hearts and lives. It was only later we learn​ed that for years, a group of women in the church had been praying for revival. When we walked in, as strange as we were, they knew that their prayers had been answer​ed. Prayer should precede, accompany, and sum up the work of evangelism. 
The prevailing attitude in those areas was that hippies were lazy and dropped-out people, not to be taken seriously. When the Spirit began to work among us, however, the miracles God did were amazing to the more “normal” population and it prompted a much wider witness to the community. In time many people of the area, seeing that this Gospel had the power to change what seemed to them to be wasted lives into productive ones, were also drawn to the light of the Lord. 
From that time to this, in whatever framework we have found ourselves preaching the Gospel, whether in our own families, old friends from our former lives, or groups into which we are invited (or perhaps not…) I have seen the same thing happen. The Word preached has the un​canny power to split the audience into two extremes; those who hate it and those who are drawn to it. It is in that act of division, then, that one can differentiate the seekers from the non-seekers, and concentrate on feeding those who are truly touched. 
The lessons I had drawn by the first year of life in the Lord were: 

1 Live the Gospel consistently. This will be the most powerful preaching we could ever do. 

2 Speak the Word in all possible frameworks. It will always cause some to confront the truth and demand choices to be made. 

3 Always pray for and during the proclamation of the Gospel, since it is the power of God unto salvation, and as such will be consistently attacked by the enemy of our souls. 

4 Personal testimony is strong medicine. It will always draw people to check your words and engage you in conversation. Personal examples always speak more than the most well developed methodologies. 

5 Once the truth has separated the detractors from the seekers, feed the seekers and, where necessary, reprove the detractors. We should not waste energy on those who only engage us in order to argue or abuse. 

This fifth point may sound harsh to some, but it has been my experience that one of the most effective strategies of the enemy is to waste our time and energy by engaging us in “doubtful disputations”. Our job should be making sure that the seekers after truth correctly identify what that truth is, and where it can be found. A starving man needs to know three things; first, that the pain in his belly is hunger and not something else; second, that it is bread that is needed and not something else; third, the address of the bakery and not somewhere else! 

Yeshua, Peter, John and Paul all approached evangelism in this manner. They were aware that the Holy Spirit was already at work preparing hearts for the seed which would be sown. Knowing that, they spoke to the widest audience that the Holy Spirit provided them, allowing the Word to winnow out the grain from the chaff. They reproved the enemies of the Gospel, but spent the bulk of their time discipling those who were truly on “The Way”. They were sensitive to the times in which they lived, and also to the customs and lifestyles of their audience. They were aware of what would attract these open hearts and what would repel them. 

All this, then, prepares me to evaluate what we have seen in evangelism in our congregation in Netanya. My experiences in evangelism were never “Jewish specific” until we immigrated to Israel in 1974. Most of my knowledge, then, is within the Israeli context. I have found that in reaching people in Israel, we need be aware of the following things. 

1 We should realize that the Holy Spirit is already at work in the land and people. This may be hard to believe sometimes, when we see the corruption and evil all around us, but it is that very corruption which already produces a generation that seeks a better truth. We see in Israel a rapidly growing number of disaffected people, particularly youth, who have seen clearly the failures of the philosophies and dreams of the former generation. 

2 Knowing that, we can speak the “better truth” of the Gospel in almost every situation of our daily lives. Paul never sought to force his way into the synagogues to speak, he was expected to be there, as a Jew. We use all available opportunities, but do not to try to force-feed the bread of life to those who hate it. The most effective evangelism in today’s Israel is the simple sharing of who we are in our daily social encounters. The Word will do 

its work, and curiosity will do the rest. Every week we have new seekers in the congregations. 

1 Discipling the seekers includes not only teaching them the foundations of the Faith and the requirements of the Messiah, but also turning these disciples into disciplers. New believers are extremely effective communicators of their own testimonies. We can help them be more effective by giving them early direction in sensitivity and context and supporting them with prayer. 

2 We need sensitivity to the situation and the times. What was at one point necessary to do in evangelistic methodology may now be superfluous, or even counter productive. For example, the struggle of market awareness (that such a creature as a Messianic Jew exists) has come a long way. Almost all Israelis know we exist and are growing, and a surprising number have met a Jewish believer. The battle for legitimization of the name of Yeshua (instead of “yeshu”) is not over, but it is well advanced in our favor. What was 

never possible thirty years ago may well be the most effective approach today. Where it was almost unheard of to really engage an Israeli in a discussion about the Faith because of his initial revulsion, the younger generation now is really open to talk and even learn about the Messiah and the claims of the New Covenant. 

In conclusion, the principles have not changed. A righteous life is still the best sermon; the Word still does its work, and prayer is still necessary. There are, however, changes in Israeli society which necessitate changes in our methods. Confrontational approaches are even less effective now than they were before, and the one-on-one sharing as Israeli to Israeli is bearing much fruit. We can help our friends and neighbors identify the hunger. We can show them the way to the bread of life and give them the tools not only to become disciples, but disciplers of others. 
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