Jewish evangelism among Russian Jews in Germany 

Vladimir Pikman, Executive Director, Beit Sar Shalom, Germany 
On the last LCJE Conference in Finland I have reported about the miraculous, unique and unprecedented revival of the Jewish life and the messianic community in Germany. I would encourage you to consider reading my paper submitted to the conference the last time and to get encouraged by the mighty work of God in the country where so much evil was done to the Jewish people. If you would like I can also e-mail you an electronic copy of it. 

Although I am involved in the outreach since almost the beginning, it still seems unbelievable to me that since 1991 the Jewish community in Germany is in percentage the fastest growing Jewish community in entire Jewish history and since 1994 the number of the Jewish believers in Jesus is growing in percentage faster than anywhere else. All this is due to the massive Jewish immigration of the so-called “Russian Jews” from the former Soviet Union. 

I want just to remind you of some facts: 1991 – maximum 30.000 Jews in Germany 2007 – at least 250.000 Jews in Germany 1994 – maximum 100 identified Jewish believers in Jesus in Germany and no messianic congregations 2007 – at least 5.000 Jewish believers and more than 30 messianic congregations and groups 

Chosen People Ministries, AmZI, Evangeliumsdienst für Israel (EDI), Licht im Osten, and Beit Sar Shalom were ongoing involved in the Russian Jewish outreach in Germany from the very beginning. In 2000 Jews for Jesus joined the group. Although most of the churches, both official and free, were abstaining or rejecting the Jewish evangelism due to the post-Holocaust sensitivity, there has been growing number of churches (especially Russian speaking) making successful attempts to reach out to the Russian Jews. 

Many different types of outreaches have been done so far. Among others are congregational planting, “from door to door,” visiting people, street evangelism, special events (e.g. concerts, celebrations, etc.), discipleship, advertising, publishing periodicals, etc. The most effective ways of the outreach have always been the “friendship evangelism” (believers bringing their friends to a messianic congregation or to a church) and providing a fellowship (in a messianic congregation or a church). 

For several years refugee camps (the housing facilities) for the new Jewish immigrants were great places for the outreach, providing a well accessible gathering of the Russian Jews who had much time and curiosity to listen to the visiting evangelists. Another great evangelistic opportunity was the fact that the Russian Jewish immigrants were looking for fellowship, help to start and psychological support that could be provided by messianic groups and churches with loving respect to the Jews. Another important special characteristic of the Russian Jewish outreach in Germany was that the tremendous growth (revival) caused the Jewish outreach and the messianic movement to be chaotic and unorganized. Everything was moving so fast that there was no time to consolidate the things. For other specific characteristics of the Russian Jewish life till 2003 see my paper for the LCJE conference in Finland in summer 2003. 

However, the circumstances are in some respects different today. Here are some examples: -Messianic movement is established and known among the Jewish people who are informed about it also negatively by the Jewish organizations. -There are many different Russian speaking churches that can attract Jewish seekers. -The immigration has slowed down and there are not many refugee camps any more. -The majority of the Russian Jews are well established and used to the new country and its culture. -The youth and the children speak better German than Russian. -Jewish communities are run primarily by Russian Jews due to their overwhelming majority. It leads to more comfortable fellowship and abundant services to the Russian Jews in those communities. -Russian Jews either got much more assimilated in comfortable German lifestyle without any desire to listen about God or got more conscious about being Jewish, while following the common misconception that Jesus is not for the Jews. -The messianic movement and the Russi​an Jewish outreach experience stabiliza​tion phase of coming to a new level of leadership, structural and spiritual maturity. 

This change of circumstances leads to the fact that the Russian Jews have different felt needs and, consequently, it requires some changes in the methods and ways of Jewish outreach in Germany. Being limited with time and size of my presentation, I have to skip detailed discussion and to come directly to some proposals for the future. Thus, in addition to the evangelistic methods that have been used so far, here are some things that I find important in this new stage (as response to the changes mentioned above): -Elevating theological and organizational standards of the messianic movement and its stronger public presence in the society; -Theological and clergy training for new messianic leaders; -For messianic believers to be more “Jewish” in their life-style and for others in the Jewish outreach to be more conscious about Jewish life-style and values (churches can reach out to those Jews who do not care about it); -Training churches and individuals to reach out to the Jews they know or will meet; -Encouraging the Jewish believers in churches to be more evidently Jewish in order to be a good testimony to other Jews. 

By the way, the challenge of the Russian Jewish outreach in the current stage is not possible to meet only by the resources that we have in Germany. We ask now for and rely on help of experienced theologians, messianic leaders, missionaries, messianic congregations, churches and mission organizations from other countries. So, please join us in this outreach in this history making place at the history making time, namely, in Germany today. 
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