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It is a great honor and privilege for me to be able to be here at the LCJE and to share with this group. While many of you were working on your degrees and developing your ministries, I was barely a gleam in my mother’s eye. But I do have the privilege of being a sabra, born in Hertzliyah and living at a time when serving the Lord and proclaiming Y’shua to our people in Israel is an increasingly fruitful and encouraging endeavor. 

This paper does not contain any history on evangelism in Israel. For a look at a historical summary of evangelism in Israel one can look at Mishkan Issue 46 / 2006. Instead I will discuss the current state of Jewish evangelism in Israel while highlighting 3 main issues: some current problems, current mission efforts and my current vision for the future. 

Current problems 
Obviously the problem (which can also be looked at as an opportunity or as a challenge) is that the people of Israel do not know the Lord. I think that we will agree that it is not up to us to convince anyone; all we can do is present the Gospel and have people decide for themselves. Therefore in my opinion there are two main issues when it comes to the current problem: Israel is still mostly unreached with the Gospel and there are basic problems in communicating the Gospel in Israel. 

Unreached – The vast majority of Israelis have never considered if Jesus is the Messiah. They have not been confronted with the claims of Jesus. Israelis are ignorant and are hanging to many preconceived ideas and wrong impressions of Jesus. Remember he is still officially called Yeshu! This is a problem that I hope all of us here would like to see changed. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if every person in Israel would be confronted with the issue of Jesus being the Jewish Messiah? Is this possible? I think that it is and I think that this is our higher call and goal. 

Communication – Forthright communication is the key to effectively sharing the Gospel with all people. However in Israel we are faced with centuries of a distorted Gospel message and an unwillingness to listen on the part of the people. One of the greatest obstacles we face in the Land today is what I call the Yeshu dilemma. Jesus in Hebrew is called Yeshu, which is an acronym for "May his name and memory be blotted out," which the average Israeli is completely unfamiliar with. When you correct people and say to them his name is Y’shua, the average Israeli understands Y'shua to mean Joshua. Y'shua is not a name that is recognized by the average Israeli. When they hear the name Y'shua they immediately think that you are mispronouncing Joshua. Now I am not going to get into the root of this problem but the bottom line is that even when we tell people about Y'shua they don't know who we are talking about. You need to say Y'shua the one that is referred to as Yeshu. Still in Israel the official name for Jesus is Yeshu. That is what appears in all the media, and textbooks. Even the subtitles that we all read while watching our televisions and movies say Yeshu. Maybe somehow we can get the word out to journalists and authors to start using Y’shua not Yeshu? I don’t know how things could change regarding His name. Other than if people keep hearing Y’shua, Y’shua, Y’shua maybe eventually it will sink in just who we are talking about and why it is an important issue. 

Current efforts 
I want to highlight in this section several projects that I am aware of: the Jesus film project, Congregational evangelism, New Age festival evangelism and other special efforts. 

The Jesus Film Project – There has been a nationwide campaign since 1998 putting into mail boxes invitations for people to order a free VHS copy of the Jesus Film in Hebrew. This campaign has yielded hundreds of Israelis accepting Jesus and thousand of Israelis who saw the film. Now, this nationwide project is being redone this time offering a free DVD copy of the Jesus film. I have been involved in both the distribution of the invitations in mail boxes and in the follow up (both in delivering the film to people's houses and then continuing in ministering to those who ordered the video) I am very excited about this project continuing. 

Congregational Evangelism -The congregations in Israel continue to have programs and projects that are reaching out to their communities. Some of these efforts are traditional and have stood the test of time. This may involve going out on a certain day of the week to share with people in the community, inviting people to come to services, putting ads in local free papers and on local bulletin boards for people to receive a free copy of the New Testament. 

New Age Festival Evangelism – The New Age festivals (there are 2 main festivals: Beresheet which occurs during Sukkot & Boombamela which occurs during Passover) that arrived in Israel in 1999 have brought with them a unique opportunity for the body in Israel to share the Gospel. I have been going to these festivals since the year 2000 and have seen an amazing growth in the number of believers who participate in order to share with the Israelis who go there. 

At that first festival in 2000 there were only 7 believers. In the last new age festival there was an estimated number of 300 believers who went to evangelize. There have been different methodologies that have been used in reaching the crowds that go to these festivals. I do want to mention that we have been seeing that now the crowds at these festivals are getting younger. The majority of the participants are now turning as high school age which presents an ethical dilemma for mission workers. Also in the past they have had 2 main festivals (one in the spring and one in the fall) but this year they have canceled the new age festival that was going to take place during Sukkot. 

Is this the beginning of the end for new age festivals in Israel? Only time will tell, but sooner or later all good things come to an end….with the exception of heaven. 

Special efforts 
Evangelistic literature continues to be produced locally in large quantities and high quality. Each year thousand of evangelistic books and Bibles are made available to the Messianic community for distribution by the Keren Achvat Messichit, Ha Gefen Press and Maoz Publishing. There are many congregations and ministries that make use of this literature. 

Use of Electronic media boards – several years ago one of the congregations in Jerusalem took out an advertisement on one of the largest and most visual electronic boards in the country. It was at one of the most traveled intersections, Gelilot Interchange in Tel Aviv. Tens of thousands of people saw the advertisement that featured the web site-WWW.YESHUA.CO.IL. This web site normally gets between 80 to 90 hits per day. During the 12 days that it was advertised the hits rose to 280 to 300 hits per day. 

Recently in the Tel Aviv area, during Hanukah Jews for Jesus conducted a four-day telephone campaign. We did “cold calling” from Tel Aviv area phone books. We told people we were from Jews for Jesus, and offered them a Hanukah gift, a free New Testament. We called over 3,400 homes and 417 people requested the Hanukah gift. This effort caught the attention of the anti missionary group, Yad Lachim who issued an emergency warning through the pirate religious radio station, Arutz Shevah (Channel 7). They warned people that they might get a phone call from the missionaries. 

A very creative approach to evangelism is being done by believers who are taking to the popular National Israel Trail during the holidays and are setting up stations to provide food, water and a witness to the curious hiker. 

I am sure that there are many different evangelistic efforts taking place throughout the country but time prevents me from mentioning more. No doubt there are efforts going on that I haven’t yet heard about. 

Current vision for the future 
In sharing my vision with you for the future of evangelism in Israel let me first say that I do not want to take away from the current efforts I’ve described. They represent valid and effective methods of bringing the Gospel to Israel. 

While evangelism has taken place and is taking place today there has not been a nationwide proclamation outreach in recent years. People have been confronted with the Gospel through street evangelism and media in certain pockets in the Land but there has not been a nationwide proclamation evangelism which involves both street evangelism and media at the same time. 

In my opinion it is time for such a nationwide cooperative outreach. Lord willing such an outreach will begin in the spring of 2008 with the launch of Behold Your God Israel. Jews for Jesus’ plan of conducting intensive, nationwide evangelistic campaigns over the next six years. Maybe God will use this outreach to cause the majority of Israelis to know that Jesus' Hebrew name is Y'shua (salvation) and not Yeshu (a curse). By the grace of God this outreach might be able to reach 90% of the population of Israel with the issue of Jesus being the Jewish Messiah. 

Maybe there can be a change in the thinking and perspective of many people in Israel. Maybe some of those who today are unreached with the Gospel can be changed to the category of the reached. 

Our hope and prayer is that this outreach will add to the body in Israel and that it will also give us the opportunity to partner with congregations in the Land and ministries all over the world to bring the Gospel to the nation of Israel. You are all invited to come and help us share this burden of bringing the Gospel to the nation of Israel. 
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