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Psalm 138:5 reads, “May they sing of the ways of the LORD, for the glory of the LORD is great.” It is beneficial that we review the ways of the LORD. May it lead us to praise Him. 

In the coming days, we will hear a mostly encouraging story of how the gospel of Messiah Jesus is moving and expanding out among the Jewish people today. Jewish lives are being touched by the grace of God. As we, the Eighth International Conference of the Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism (LCJE), gather here in Keszthely, Hungary, it is good to pause and take a collective look back. What has taken place within the LCJE network in the four years since we last gathered in Helsinki, Finland? Can we find good cause to praise the glory of the LORD? 

The network 
According to the five purposes of the LCJE we “arrange consultations that will be useful to those engaged or interested in Jewish evangelism.” This International conference is just one example of what the LCJE International Coordinating Committee (ICC) does. This meeting, in a former Eastern bloc country, highlights the growth of gospel ministry in this region. We will hear reports of God’s moving from global ministry partners. Our regional networks come here representing Australia/New Zealand, Central America, Europe, Finland, Israel, Japan, North America and South Africa. Some of our member networks are active, thriving, stimulating Jewish mission and meeting regularly. Others have been relatively inactive over the past four years. 

The International Coordinating Committee is charged with bringing our international network together every four years. It is our prayer that network members will witness the value of collaboration and be stimulated from sharing news and insights. We hope, in seeing the benefits, that you will be motivated to attend regional consultations in your own area. 

During this international conference you will all have an opportunity to take an active role in your regional network. Take time to meet with others who are from your fields of ministry. Discuss possible agenda items for future meetings. Please be in prayer regarding the election for the next term of your regional network coordinators. 

Since we met in Helsinki we noted with joy the March 2005 meeting of the European network of the LCJE in Hungary. Participants from 13 countries and ten mission societies met together to give reports on their ministries. They explored partnerships and issued a conference statement in support of Jewish evangelism. 

In May of 2005 your international coordinating committee convened a conference for CEOs of Jewish mission societies in Dijon, France. Refreshingly candid and mutually encouraging discussions went on during those five days. The mission leaders considered current issues on contextualization seeking practical insights into Jewish evangelism. 

They talked honestly about competition and cooperation and the overlap of resources. They shared with and encouraged one another in the area of donor development. They spoke candidly about finding and maintaining support for Jewish evangelism. They talked about the relationship between mission organizations and messianic congregations. Most importantly, they prayed for one another and the whole cause of reaching the Jewish people with the Gospel of our Savior. 

In August of 2006, the network for Lutherans and Jewish Evangelism held their third international conference in Stavanger, Norway. The LCJE was the facilitating network for that conference. Reports from these and all of the regional network meetings during the past four years have been reported in the LCJE BULLETIN. 
Highlights 
Two more of the stated LCJE purposes are that we monitor and report on trends in the global Jewish community. We also work together to stimulate theological and missiological research related to Jewish evangelism. So, looking back at trends and social phenomena during the past four years, we remember the impact of Mel Gibson’s movie blockbuster The Passion of the Christ in 2004. It presented challenges and opportunities for the field of Jewish evangelism. At the time, our colleague Kai Kjær-Hansen provided the thoughtful theological reflection that behind the sensationalized bloody crucifixion was our loving God extending grace and Kipporah (atonement) at the cross of Jesus. 

LCJE papers and articles reviewed and commented upon two books published in 2005, David Klinghoffer’s Why the Jews Rejected Jesus and Mark Kinzer’s Post Missionary Messianic Judaism.1 Since the Helsinki conference, LCJE networks have produced papers and discussed the impact upon Jewish evangelism coming from modern anti-Semitism and anti-Israelism and the rising intermarriage rate among Diaspora Jewry. During the past four years we saw the State of Israel overtake and surpassed the United States as home to the largest concentration of world Jewish population. 

As you review this Eighth International Conference program, you will see that we update the list of relevant issues and current trends that impact telling His story. The program also addresses theological and missiological research to stimulate Jewish evangelism. 

In the past four years LCJE papers have assessed theological discussions about contextualization in biblical study. We have noted the ecclesiological impact of the emergent church, Replacement theology and the missiological implications of gospel communication in post-modern societies. 

At the Helsinki conference, I reported the challenge that the LCJE network was experiencing as we sought a place for Jewish evangelism at the 2004 Lausanne Forum that was scheduled in Pattaya, Thailand. Only faint support had been offered to Jewish evangelism. LCJE involvement was initially limited to a diluted form to representation within the 22 pre​existing Issue Groups. LCJE members were able to contribute to several of the valued mission working groups. However, your ICC members were not satisfied with that. 

Immediately after our Helsinki conference, the ICC was informed that the LCWE Forum Planning Committee had inexplicably added seven more issue groups. None were addressing Jewish evangelism even though we had been petitioning for a place on the program. At that point our efforts for a Jewish evangelism issue group intensified. As a result, Issue Group 31, Reaching Jewish People with the Gospel was added as a last minute addition. Seven of our LCJE network, diverted from other issue groups in order to compose Issue Group 31, or as we called it, the Jewish Evangelism Working Session, the JEWS group for those who like acrostics. That improvised work group produced the booklet that was an official publication of the LCWE in 2005 as Lausanne Occasional Paper number 
60. We are proud that it bears the title “Jewish Evangelism: A Call to the Church.” It is now available for purchase at this conference. It has been translated into several languages and it is valuable witness, for wide distribution, regarding the importance of Jewish evangelism. 

The LCJE network 
I’m delighted to mention that, since the seventh international conference in Helsinki, we have three new agency members of the LCJE. They are the Caspari Center and the Pasche Institute for Jewish Studies, and the Christian Jew Foundation. 

Between Helsinki and Hungary the LCJE observed a milestone. 2005 marked the 25th anniversary for the Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism. We have commissioned an historic review. However, bear in mind that the story of Jewish evangelism’s spread is being told even during this week. One other LCJE purpose is “To gather and catalogue information useful in Jewish Evangelism and to furnish such material in an occasional bulletin.” The LCJE Bulletin continues to serve our network community. Published every February, May, August and November, it is a wonderful means for staying current. At this time I would like to acknowledge our tireless Bulletin Editor, Kai Kjær-Hansen, his Editorial Assistant, Birger Petterson and Format Designer, Flemming Markussen for their diligent and faithful service to us all during these years since Helsinki. 

The LCJE website has also grown since Helsinki. You can now find many of the past issues of the LCJE Bulletin online at www.LCJE.net/bulletin. The website also now features book reviews, conference papers and important statements for Jewish evangelism including the Willowbank Declaration and the Manila Manifesto. 

And since 2004 a new feature has been added to the website for those who appreciate historical research. The Digital Jewish Mission History Project is now available as an online Jewish missions library. You may find original resource material on little known workers like Herman Warziwiak and giants of the field like John Nicolayson. 

You, who are dedicated to Jewish evangelism, are the LCJE network. Between Helsinki and Keszthely, Hungary the ICC added three words to our public statements, “Networking Jewish Evangelism.” As we tell the story of Jewish evangelism, looking to the future, shall we remember the ways of the LORD and give glory to Him, for He is great. 
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