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I’ve broken down our media this year into the following categories: Jews, Evangelicals and Israel; the Catholic Prayer Controversy; Missionary Violence in Israel; Ann Coulter and the Perfect Jew; Intermarriage; Significant Survey’s the WEA Statement; and the catchall Potpourri category.

As I point out to you each year, don’t assume I’ve seen all the media out there on our movement.  I’d welcome getting your input to add to the mix for these reports.

You can find a lot of what is happening in the news thru Google News yourself by typing in the relevant key words.  A new tool on Google that has come about this past year is their timeline.  When you search for news on Google in a particular category, you can click on the timeline and see it in graph form where the spikes in media coverage are over a period of years.

Jews, Evangelicals and Israel
But to our report.  There was some coverage on Jerry Falwell after he went to be with the Lord last May.  Jonathan Tobin, editor of the Philadelphia Exponent, wrote of Jewish shortsightedness and Jerry Falwell and his editorial was picked up by most of the Jewish papers including the International Jerusalem Post.  Here is a little of what he had to say:

“One imagines that few synagogue  sermons were devoted to Falwell's memory this past week, but before the dust settles over his grave, it might be appropriate if more Jews took a moment to recognize his friendship.  The rise of international anti-Semitism and left-wing anti-Zionism should remind us that ó whether we like it or not ó we are going to need a lot more “unwelcome” allies like Jerry Falwell in the years to come.”

The Jewish community also reported on Yechiel Eckstein being given a role on the Board of the Jewish Agency and the concerns that this might have Evangelicals making political policy for Israel.  His organization will donate 45 million over 3 years to them in return for a spot on the executive board.  Some of the comments are priceless.  Abraham Foxman of the ADL (where Eckstein was employed years ago and there is no love there) says, that he was disturbed by the agreement because it sends the wrong message.  It’s one thing to buy a seat at the table for money; it’s another thing to buy a seat basically for someone else.

The editor of the Jewish Week, said Eckstein used to be the Rodney Dangerfield of pro-Israel funders, donating large sums through the Fellowship only to be marginalized by leaders of the Jewish establishment.  Knessett Member Collette Avital called the decision “appalling.”  She went on to say, “This is the Jewish Agency for Israel.  Not the Evangelical Agency for Israel.  Why not put an Arab on the board as well?”

Another interesting note on Eckstein’s organization in October, an article came out that said that the IFCJ is promising $100,000 to every Iranian Jew who comes to Israel.  An Iran expert says that isn’t enough to draw Iranian Jews who generally do not perceive themselves to be in great danger there.  Eckstein said his group has brought 82 Jews from Iran to Israel since thee project was launched and hoped to bring another 60 by the end of the year.

And then of course, John Hagee remains in the news.  It was reported in the Jewish News Weekly of Northern Califonia that Hagee raise $8.5 million for Israeli causes in October of 2007 alone at his 26th annual “Night to Honor Israel.” Rabbi Eric Yoffe, president of the Union of Reform Judaism, remains Hagee's biggest opponent and feels any alliance with him will alienate young Jews who are more socially liberal, pluralistic in their thinking, tolerant of differences, especially in gender and sexual orientation and respond negatively to those who disparage other religious traditions and who make exclusivist claims.  So Yoffe depicts Hagee as contemptuous of Muslims, dismissive of gays, possesses a triumphalist theology and opposes a two-state solution.  He goes on to say, “If our intention was to distance our young adults from the Jewish state, we could not have made a better choice.”

IsraelENews published an article by Stephen Sizer, “A Critique  of Christian Zionists” on January 14th.  Sizer's paper suggests that the belief that Jews have “a continuing covenant or exclusive rights to the lands of the Middle East” is a “biblical anathema.”  He cites John Stott's reasons why Christian Zionism lies beyond the boundaries of evangelicalism, namely, that a secular Israel cannot be a fulfillment of God's promises, OT promises about the land are not repeated in the NT, and OT promises are fulfilled in Christ and apply to the international Christian community.  Sizer speaks disparagingly of Israel saying it provides a  “theological endorsement of apartheid and ethnic cleansing” rather than a “theology of justice, peace and reconciliation which lie at the heart of the New Covenant.”

Stan Guthrie, one of the editors at Christianity Today, wrote a stellar editorial which came out March 25th, “Why Evangelize Jews?” giving an excellent case for why Evangelicals need to bring the gospel to Jewish people.  He concludes with these words, “As we continue the good works of dialogue  and practical ministries among our Jewish neighbors, let's renew our commitment to also sensitively but forthrightly persuade them to receive  the good news.”

Finally,  in this category, I want to point out a cartoon that appeared February 29th.  In it appeared two Jews debating, one with a kippah and one without.  The topic was, “Which of these two would you rather have over for dinneróone character is a Southern evangelical saying, “Praised be, we love Israel, mah friends.”  The other is a Methodist in blue blazer with a petition encouraging the divestment of the church from Israel interests.  The following week, a letter to the editor by a Jewish man in Castro Valley, CA included this comment, “Here's what your cartoon does not acknowledge: Fundamentalist Christians are Israel's most loyal supporters...and if I had to choose which group supports Israel, politically and economically, I would vote for the conservative evangelicals, and not for the mainline liberal (secular) Methodists.

Tridentine Mass
A flurry of articles have appeared ever since Pope Benedict issued a decree allowing a wider use of the old Latin missal which included a Good Friday prayer calling for Jews to be converted.  Both Vatican officials and Jewish community leaders have made their views known in the secular press.  An Associated Press release on July 19th, quoted Cardinal Bertone as saying “we could simply study” the possibility of substituting the prayer.  The ADL, American Jewish Committee and Simon Wiesenthal Center all objected vehemently to the prayer. Foxman called it “a theological setback in the religious  life of Catholics and a body blow to Catholic-Jewish relations.” Jewish columnist, Rachel Patron, writing in the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel put it this way,  “I want to say this to all well-meaning Christians:  We don't want to be saved, resurrected or enraptured. We just want to be left alone. After 2,000 years, is it too much to ask?”

After several months, the Jewish conversion prayer was re-written with references to “darkness” and “blindness” removed but still says it hopes for Jews to recognize Jesus as the savior of all people.  Some Jewish leaders still protested, but a series of articles dealt more reflectively with the subject.  David Berger, professor of Jewish history at Yeshiva University said that it is not unethical for Catholics to have such a prayer  given their beliefs about Christianity any more than it is unethical for Jews to recite the High Holy Day prayers for the universal recognition of the God of Israel by nations...The editor of the Jewish Exponent of Philadelphia, in a lengthy editorial says “Rather than seek to turn Benedict's revival of the Tridentine mass into a major issue, what we need to do is to stop worrying about Catholic prayers, and instead, continue the work of bringing the two faiths closer together in defense of Western freedoms.” Similar statements appeared in the Jewish Forward (Enough Tridentine Mass Hysteria, 2/22/08) and Newsday (Reconciliation Should Be In The Air, 3/21/08)

A final note on this topic: JTA’s reporting on this upcoming visit, the controversy over the Good Friday prayer is brought up, with this assurance:  Rabbi David Rosen told JTA this week that the Vatican was preparing to issue a letter aimed at easing Jewish concerns that the Church wants to convert them. “If we have confirmation that it is an epistemological prayer and implies no change in Jewish-Catholic relations, then I think we should be content wit that and continue to dialogue as before.”

Violence in Israel
A flurry of articles continues to appear on the Ami Ortiz story out of Ariel.

Associated Press, Reuters, UPI, and all the Israel press have covered this.  Articles with titles like “Jews or Arab- Who targeted Messianic boy? and “Attack on boy one of many and “When does Christian proselytizing cross the line.  This last article by Penina Taylor who heads up Jews for Judaism in Jerusalem, is beyond any stretch of logic I can fathom.  Bizarre would be a mild way of describing her perceptions.  Let me quote a little:

“When all is said and done, what we are really left with is the necessity to clearly define the terms “harassment” and “freedom of religion.” The Messianic community has been very adamant that they have been harassed on a regular basis.  But what is harassment? (she goes on to give a dictionary definition).  Certainly the protests that have taken place in many Messianic communities, including Arad and Ber Sheva would qualify, but what about proselytizing.  Doesn't that qualify as harassment? If someone comes up to you and tells you about  Jesus, and it is unsolicited, does that qualify as harassment? To some of  us, it does.”

Articles on this subject were fewer than last year when survey results prompted lots of thought articles, but an incident recounted in the July 22nd edition of the Sunday New York Times magazine by Noah Feldman who is a law professor here at Harvard provided articles through the rest of the year.  Simply, Feldman went to his tenth high reunion with his Korean-American girlfriend, later to become his wife, and the group photo taken later came out in the alumni newsletter with their pictures photo-shopped out.  This was an Orthodox yeshiva day school.  In the nine years following he sent in several updates for the alumni newsletter on his family, his marriage, the birth of his children, but nothing was reported.  Let me read some of his own words “It would be more dramatic if I had been excommunicated like Baruch Spinoza, in a ceremony complete with black candles and a ban on all social contact, a rite whose solemnity reflected the seriousness of its consequences.  But in the modern world, the formal communal ban is an anachronism: What remains of the old technique of excommunication is simply nonrecognition in the school’s formal publications, where my classmates’ growing families and considerable accomplishments area joyfully celebrated. Feldman’s look at the tensions that exist between modern orthodoxy and the secular world.  He raises a lot of good questions without presuming to have thee answers.

Other articles including “The Half-Jewish Conundrum by Beth Nichols, an assistant rabbi from New Rochelle, NY who deals with the language: she states, “Half-and-half describes what you put into your coffee, a black-and-white cookie from the bakery or an Arnold Palmer drink.  Half-and-half cannot describe someone’s religion.  We have an opportunity to embrace children of interfaith families as full members of our community by recognizing them as Jews and not as half-Jews, and by encouraging them to identify themselves in the same way.

Surveys
Several interesting surveys came out this year, one conducted by Yediot Aharanot, with questions of Israelis including “Do You Believe in God” of which 77% of the Jews surveyed said yes, which is higher than the US, where surveys indicate that 70% say they believe in God.  Furthermore 71% of Jews who identify as secular say they believe in God.  There are other inconsistencies mentioned in the summary of this survey such as: “The Jewish Israeli does not distinguish between the holy and the mundane: he will drive on Shabbat to a soccer game, but will kiss the mezuzah as he leaves his apartment.  On the way he’ll stop for a bit of humus, but not at a restaurant that serves up pork cutlets.  He will always circumcise his son, but has no particular problem with a non-halachic wedding.  On Friday evenings his family will celebrate ‘Kiddush’, light the Sabbath candles and have a special dinner.  After the meal he’ll turn on the television in order to watch the latest comedy.”

On the spectrum of experience between full religious belief and utter secularism ñ the Jewish Israel puts himself somewhere in the middle.  He takes from both worlds, the religious and the non-religious, and lives in peace with his choices.

Another survey done by Hillel in cooperation with the Union of Reform Judaism lists the top US Colleges by population and by percentage of Jewish students.  Florida tops the lsit for numbers of Jewish students and highest percentages.  93.5 at Yeshiva U.  No brainer.  Followed by 61.7% at Brandeis and then 43% at Barnard.  Large percentages also exist in leading schools like Brown and Harvard (26%) and University of Pennsylvania (30%)

You can go on to the Hillel website to get the full breakdown and I think it’s helpful for our own outreach strategies on college campuses to have this information.

The ADL released a survey last November showing that anti-Semitism is not on the decline, that nearly 35 million adults in the U.S. or 15% of the population hold views about Jews that are “questionably anti-Semitic compared to 14% in 2005.  But the way that they determine those attitudes is questionable to me.  For example, they found that 31% of Americans believe Jews are more loyal to Israel than to the US and that 25% of Americans believe Jews were responsible for the death of Jesus.  I would be hard pressed to factor this into the anti-Semitic quotient.

A Brandeis University study on Jewish Identity and Intermarriage found that when one considers the Jewish background of the Jewish partner in intermarriage, thee difference in the Jewish beliefs and practices of inmarried and intermarried families become much less glaring.  Another study by the Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston show that the children being raised Jewishly in the city’s intermarried families look pretty much like any other non-Orthodox Jewish children.  The Boston study shows that 60% of children in Boston from intermarried homes were being raised as Jewish.

The final survey I want to touch on was put out by the Pew Foundation ñ U.S. Religious Landscape Survey.  The survey included 35,000 Americans including 682 Jews.

They found that 28% of Americans have left the faith they were raised in and either joined a different faith or profess no faith at all.  Jewish demographers dispute some of the findings in relation to the Jewish data.  Pew researchers disagree saying that the sample size is statistically sound.  The Pew study counted an estimated 3.8 millin Jews, or 1.7% of the total American adult population.  The NJPS counted 4.1 million Jewish adults out of a total Jewish population of 5.2 million.

According to the Pew study 9% of adults who were raised Jewish no profess another faith.  4% of those former Jews are Protestants, about half of those are evangelicals.  1% are Catholic and 5% belong to a non-Christian faith ranging from Islam to Buddhism to new age religion.  If the Pew numbers are accurage, that would mean that 68,000 American Jews have been evangelical Christians.

Another finding from the Pew survey is that 69% of married Jews are married to another Jew.  The largest percentage of Jews married outside the faith is 12% married to Catholics.

Ann Coulter and Perfected Jews
One of my favorite news stories of this period was when wannabee theologian Anne Coulter was interviewed by Danny Deutch on his CNBC show, The Big Idea (read transcript).  This was amplified in the Jewish and secular press with condemnations by the ADL, the American Jewish Committee and numerous other groups.  I’ve included a good selection of these articles.  However I feel the most significant one came from Lisa Miller in her regular column in Newsweek Magazine.  She included a photo of Liz Goldstein, here in our midst.  Here is an excerpt: “First, some background.  ‘Perfected Jews:  The phrase came into the mainstream in the 1960s and 1970s, when it was popularized by groups like Jews for Jesus who claimed they could retain their Jewish identity and practice while at the same time believing in the divinity of Jesus (a claim that most mainstream Jewish theologians find ludicrous).  For them, ‘completed’ made better sense than ‘converted,’ because in their view they weren’t abandoning their Jewishness.  Today these same people use terms like ‘fulfilled Jews’ or ‘believing Jews.’”  By believing that Jesus is the promised Messiah of Israel, we’ve been completed in our Jewish identity by embracing the hope of our people, says David Brickner, executive director of Jews for Jesus.

World Evangelical Statement
The need for evangelicals to come out with positive statements about Jewish Evangelism is of course important to us, but it is also important for the health of the church.  The public statements have been few and far between.  In this past year, Lee Grady, editor of Charisma Magazine did a column entitled “Jesus is the only way ñ There is no Plan B for Jesus.  Here is some of what he said: “Paul was not ashamed of the fact that the gospel is exclusive.  The New Testament tells us plainly that every man and woman-no mater their ethnic background-must stand before Calvary’s cross to obtain forgiveness an eternal life:  To suggest that a Jew is given some type of free backstage pass to heaven is the most blatant form of deception.  If we truly love Israel and want God’s blessings for the Jewish people, we will unapologetically tell them the truth and urge them to believe it.”

Stan Gurthrie, just last month, did a column for Christianity Today entitled, “Why Evangelize the Jews?  God’s chosen people need Jesus as much as we do.”  Now a word from a larger group of well-known evangelicals under the sponsorship of the World Evangelical Alliance has appeared as a full page ad on the pages of the New York Times and will be appearing in the May editions of Christianity Today, Charisma and World Magazines.  It reads as follows: 

“As evangelical Christians, we want to express our genuine friendship and love for the Jewish people. We sadly acknowledge that church history has been marred with anti-Semitic words and deeds; and that at times when the Jewish people were in great peril, the church did far less than it should have. We pledge our commitment to be loving friends and to stand against such injustice in our generation. 

“At the same time, we want to be transparent in affirming that we believe the most loving and Scriptural expression of our friendship toward Jewish people, and to anyone we call friend, is to forthrightly share the love of God in the person of Jesus Christ. 

“We believe that it is only through Jesus that all people can receive eternal life. (Acts 4:12) If Jesus is not the Messiah of the Jewish people, He cannot be the Savior of the World. 

“We recognize that it is good and right for those with specialized knowledge, history and skills to use these gifts to introduce individuals to the Messiah, and that includes those ministries specifically directed to the Jewish people (1 Corinthians 9:20-22). 

“We deplore the use of deception or coercion in evangelism; however, we reject the notion that it is deceptive for followers of Jesus Christ who were born Jewish to continue to identify as Jews (Romans 11:1). 

“We want to make it clear that as evangelical Christians, we do not wish to offend our Jewish friends by the above statements; but we are compelled by our faith and commitment to the Scriptures to stand by these principles. It is out of our profound respect for Jewish people that we seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ with them, and encourage others to do the same, for we believe that salvation is only found in Jesus, the Messiah of Israel and Savior of theWorld.”

Signers include noted Christians like Chuck Colson, John Piper and Luis Palau.  This has found opposition from some we’d expect to get it from, Abe Foxman at the ADL and Shmuley Boteach- Boteach’s comments are particularly over the top:This statement has also found opposition from those whom are brothers in Christ.  Robert Stearns, (see the article in your packet in which the NJ rabbi commended him for not evangelizing Jews) orchestrated an email campaign to pressure the WEA to back down fom its sponsorship and publishing of this statement in places like the NY Times.  From their perspective this sets back Jewish-Christian dialog.

May the publicizing continue and be amplified and may our brothers and sisters who are leaders in the larger body of Messiah hold firm and keep on public record their commitment to getting the gospel out to Jews as part of their evangelical mandate.

I hope this will stay a major news story in the coming months.

The remaining articles are a selection, which I shall not comment on, just mention for you here:

Rabbi Allen Podet gives his observations on Jean Marie Aaron Lustiger, the Jewish Cardinal of Paris who died this past year and his insistence on maintaining a Jewish identity over the entirety of his life.

RT Kendall and David Rosen’s interview in Christianity Today last Ocober.

JTA’s Special Report ñ a three part feature article by Barry Yeoman called Messianic Rising in which he does extensive interviewing of different ones in our movement.

A Jewish look at the Megachurch phenomena by Samuel Freedman, particularly looking at Saddleback.

A Tikkun article defending Chanukah from Christopher Hitchens

An article in the Jerusalem Post titled, “Jews condemn Methodist Study Guide on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict”

A March 12th article in Time Magazine by David Van Biema, titled “Rejudaizing Jesus”

